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step-side 


include 16 gauge all-welded steel bed 
with corrugated steel floor, steel tail gate, 
reinforced fiberglass fenders and steps, 
latches and hardware — All for $395.00. 

Optional Accessories Include: Tonneau 
covers, wide flared fenders, decals, 
bumpers, lights, T-shirts, and trailer pack- 
ages (for your old bed).* 


‘California *Trailer Kit Special (with step side package) ........ $165.00 
Step Fide Send $2.00 today for our catalogue and assembly manual 
MANUFACTURING P.O. BOX 60249-B ٠ SUNNYVALE ° CALIFORNIA e 94086 

















step-side conversions 
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editorial 


by Robert K. Smith 











as anyone noticed anything 
different about this month’s 
TRUCKIN? Yes, the articles and 
feature vans and trucks are different, 
but we also added eight more pages. In 
fact, we did this with the last issue. 
After a year of being around on the 


newsstand, TRUCKIN' is finally 
growing. If you look at the first few 
issues and compare them with this one, 
you’d see a lot more advertising. With 
this increase in advertising, we can 
afford to add more pages, as well as add 
more color. With the way things are 
going, in another year, this magazine 
should be on its way to the big time. 


* * * * * 


Now that the show season is over for 
the most part, everyone into vans and 
trucks is getting their vehicle ready for 
happenings. And there are definitely 
going to be a whole bunch to scope out. 
Some people are still building their rigs, 
shooting for one particular event to 
make. Well, let’s hope everyone can 
make one big event and have a good 
time. 

The van scene is quite big now and 
still growing in leaps and bounds. So at 
all the van happenings across the coun- 
try, vanners who make it to an event will 
be able to rap to fellow vanners from the 
last event. Or maybe the vanners who 
are new to this sort of thing can meet 
others and see what’s happening in the 
various states. 

At last year’s National Truck-In in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, the vans and 
aftermarket manufacturers were all over 
the grounds. Wait till Bowling Green 
happens again; it should be another 


record breaker. Man, are the locals in 
Bowling Green going to be ready for this 
gigantic happening? Well see. 

The people from B.F. Goodrich were 
at last year’s event. I talked to one 
representative from that company, Gary 
Pace, and he said he was ready to come 
back again. Well, since the Truck-In, 
Gary has been working on some 
programs to assist the vanners when 
they arrive in Bowling Green this year. 

Gary called me the other day and told 
me of this neat deal he got going for 
vanners. He put into effect a “hot” line. 
Called Performance Information Ser- 
vice, the phone number is (216) 379- 
4000. What is this line for? Gary said it’s 
for anyone who is having problems with 
tires. If you have a lot of shimmy for 
example, and can’t get rid of it, you can 
call this hot line any time and ask them 
what they think could be the problem. If 
you call after 4:45 p.m. Akron, Ohio, 
time, you'll get a recording. The best 
thing to do is call before this so you can 
get help with your particular problem. 
Oh, yes, Gary said that it doesn’t matter 
what brand tire you are using, just call 
P.I.S. and they’ll help you out. 

If that’s not enough, Gary just came 
out with another program that'll excite 
all you vanners. Remember the tractor 
trailer rig that B.F. Goodrich had at 
Bowling Green last year? Well, it's going 
to be there again this year, but this time 
with an addition. A 30 x 30 garage setup 
will be available to any vanner who 
wants to have wheels balanced, tires 
trued, or tires changed. There will be a 
charge, but it'll be nominal. Also, at this 
same garage, you can drive your van in 
and have the engine analyzed free of 
charge. What a deal! You can bet the 
mechanics at the B.F. Goodrich garage 
are going to have a lot of engines to 
analyze. 

The neat thing about this setup is it'll 
be at other major van events around the 
country. So if you can't make it to 
Bowling Green, you can check out this 
service at another happening. Plans call 
for this rig appearing at Van Fair North, 
Van Fair South, Can Am Van Nationals, 
and King City West Coast Van 
Nationals. B.F. Goodrich has definitely 
got their stuff together. 

















It's Beautiful... 
Now — Make It 
Handle 


You've spent your time and hard earned 
bucks on making it look good — now it's 
time to make it handle! Make it handle with 
Genuine Suspension components — the 
time proven suspension components for 
street and strip! 


US, 














Van A 12 Ton 
Super 'G' Traction Bars 
#515 Just $45.49 List! 


Here's the super bite traction bars for all 
vans and YT pickups. Superior welded 
construction and super Chrome Plated 
finish. Prevents wheel hop spring wrap up, 
plus you can add the Genuine Van Anti 
Sway Bar, #516, and get the kind of hand- 
ling you've always wanted. Helps prevent 
sway and wander — beautifully chrome 
plated for lasting use and enduring beauty. 
Ready to bolt on your Super G Traction Bars 


II 
. . . Van & Pickup Anti Sway Bar Just 
$36.95 list! 


Van Rear Lift Kits 


The answer for that wide rubber — and 
needed weight transfer! The #510 lift kit lifts 
your vehicle’s rear end a full 1-1/2”. Addi- 
tional blocks available for extra lift up 
to 4-1/2”. Strong ductile iron con- 
struction, includes four 
heavy duty U-bolts and 
nuts. Just $36.95 list. Ex- 
tra blocks available at 
$11.37 pair list. (We've 
got shock extenders too!) 


Send $1.00 for the latest 
Genuine Suspension cata- 
log, includes complete 
information on all 
Genuine Suspension 


° Components. 
pension 


1361 E. Pomona 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 


714/541-4421 
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Ask Jim About 
Mini Trucks . . . 
Jim Conner 
Mini Trucks! 


Get together with Jim Conner 
Mini Trucks when you're think- 
ing parts and accessories for 
your mini. Cash in on Jim's 
winning experience gained in 
off-road races throughout the 
country and Baja too! 













Jim covers all the minis — Dat- 
sun, LUV, Courier, Toyota — 
all the parts and accessories 
you want and need — hard 
parts too. 


Or, if you're looking for com- 
plete construction and prep for 
your mini — or any size vehicle 
— ask Jim. He has full facilities 
for all your needs — on or off 
road. 














Datsun catalog now ready — 
just $1.00! 





in 
RE 






an affiliate of 
MODERN AA 
MOTORS A 


823 Milford 
Glendale, CA 91203 
213/240-8800 
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WEST COAST CAMINOS 





I recently purchased an issue of 


TRUCKIN’ and found it real in- 
teresting. There was an article in 
"Reader's Rap" from a guy in Texas 
asking the whereabouts of any El 
Camino Clubs. I'm President of West 
Coast Camino's which runs out of 
Orange, California. I think probably one 
of the only El Camino Clubs in Southern 
California. I'm sending along a couple of 
pictures of two of our trucks, both real 
eye catchers. We'd like all those El 
Camino drivers interested in picnics, 
parties, outings and good times with 
other El Camino drivers to truck on out 
to the Shakey's Pizza Parlor on Tustin & 
Katella at 8:00. We would also like to 
hear from any other El Camino clubs 
which would like to get it together for a 
picnic, volleyball or football game to 
please get in touch. Any questions, just 
call Sid at (714) 532-2128. 

Sid Fenimore 

West Coast Caminos 

Orange, California 


Editor's Note: Thanks for writing in and 
inviting other El Camino owners to have 
a good time with your club. We're sure 
you'll get much response from El 
Camino owners from various parts of the 
country. Let us know when you plan to 
host a happening or something. 





STATION WAGON/ 
SEDAN DELIVERY 


Your column in TRUCKIN' looks to 
be the most interesting. Here's my 
problem. 

I am currently the owner of a '57 
Chevy 4-door wagon. I paid $100 for it, 
but it was formerly my grandfather's. 
The mileage is in the upper 80,000. 
That's original. 

Do you think it would be worth it, or 
even practical to convert this car into a 
Sedan Delivery truck? I'm really on a 
limited budget, and my knowledge of 
auto restoring is nearly zip, but I've 
always wanted some sort of street rod 
and I don't intend to give up without a 
fight. 

Do you have any tips or suggestions? 
There's got to be some way to save this 
machine. 


Ray Tomorowit 


Euclid, Ohio 


Ed's Note: It would not be practical to 
convert this car to a sedan delivery 
because of the fact that it is a four-door. 
The body is designed to flex slightly in 
the area of the rear doors, and if you try 
to weld them shut, they will probably 
crack sooner or later. Not to mention 
that it would be more work than it is 
worth. Since you have little experience 
with cars, I would strongly suggest that 
you begin by fixing this car up as it is. 
That engine is going to need a rebuild 
pretty soon (if not already), and I'll bet 
the car could use some new paint and 
maybe some custom wheels. Do as much 
of the work youself as you can — that's 
the best way to learn. Then, when you 
find a good 57 delivery, you'll have 
some experience as well as a nice car to 
sell to finance the next project. 


IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED 


Here is my 1955 Chevy short bed 
pickup truck. My wife and I have owned 
it now for 2 years and will always be 
truckin' enthusiasts. Right now it has a 
stock 283 with a Holley 650 and Head- 

(Continued on page 10) 





One way your glass with class 


Throw away your obsolete curtains and one way your glass with 
VAN LOUVERS®. 


VAN LOUVERS® are designed so you can see out but if 
someone tries to look in, all they see is roof. 


VAN LOUVERS® are made of an exclusive space age material 
developed for airplane wing tips. Weather will not affect VAN 
LOUVERS® and they can be installed in minutes without tools. 


VAN LOUVERS® are ready to go . . . for all Chevy, Dodge 
and Ford Vans, 1970 and later . . . for either stationary or movable 
windows. The standard black finish is easy to paint. 


$49.” 


See your local Simpson 
dealer or order direct. 


SIMPSON VAN LOUVERS Send cash, check or money 
22630 S. Normandie Ave. order and louvers will be 
Torrance. CA 90502 sent Post Paid. 


Name. 
Address 

City State Zip 
Make Year Model 
Standard Windows Opening Windows 
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TRUCKERS 
WALLET 





Dealers Inquire 











The best at only 9.98 + 50¢ shipping & 
handling. Calif. residents add 6% tax. 


Thick handcrafted wallet comes in 
black or brown with dividers and 
zippered pocket; brass finished snaps 
and chain; comes with easy snap on- 
or-off belt holder. Available plain or 
choice of lettering “deep branded.” 
Complete color catalog only 1.00 or 
FREE with order. Send M.O., personal 
checks take 4 weeks to clear. 





THE LEATHERWORKS Dept. T 
P.O. BOX 19040 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92119 


(am LE TUTTI LR ER LR RN 


The best van way 
to design your 
interior uniquely . 


Order the 1976 MILD'N WILD 
catalog. Look over the hundreds of 
Mr. Van items that consist of the ب‎ 
finest available anywhere. Choose 
and design your interior to be 
uniquely yours and/or hers. Send 
$2.00 today (refunded on 1st 
purchase) and get set to express 
yourself. 


Mr Ven, ja. 


Offering you the finest of what our name implies. 


Dept. T ° 2400 West Oakton Street 
Elk Grove, Ill. 60005 ° 312-956-6484 E 
BankAmericardeMaster Charge 


TT = 
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TRUCK 
STUFF 

















LIL’ TRUCKER 


The “Where do we put our baby in the 
van?” dilemma is finally solved with the 
introduction of the “Lil Trucker” child 
seat from Mardonna Industries. For the 
first time in vanning history, infants and 
toddlers have a real seat of their own! 
The seat is mounted on a highrise base 
and is designed to be installed between 
the driver and passenger seats for easy 
access by either parent. This position 
along with the extra height affords the 
child all the visibility his parents have. 
Finally, Mom gets a break! No more 
holding the little one while Daddy 
drives. In addition, the seat can be fully 
reclined for carefree slumber on those 
long hauls. If for some reason, the “Lil 
Trucker" won't be going along, then it 
can be removed completely in seconds 
with nothing remaining on the floor. 
The “Lil Trucker" child seat comes 
in standard white plastic with back 
cover and padded foot rest in choice of 





these colors: black, blue, and brown. 
Our deluxe model, at extra cost, is fully 
upholstered in popular colors. Also they 
will, on special request, cover the “Lil 
Trucker” child seat to match your in- 
terior and supply a chrome pedestal. 
Give yourself and your little one a 
break, contact Mardonna Industries, 
3121 E. La Palma, Unit T, Anaheim, 
California 92806. (714) 630-6520. 


DIGITAL MPG METER 


` ULECI RONG 
FLOWMETER 


The recently developed instrument is 
the only commercially available MPG 
meter with digital readout. Not a 
vacuum gauge, but a true miles per 
gallon meter, it consists of a digital 
flowsensor installed in the fuel line, 
speedsensor driven by the speedometer 
cable, and C-MOS logic circuitry which 
processes the sensor signals and displays 
them as miles per gallon on a 3 digit 
LED readout. The instrument gives 
instantaneous gas mileage with 2% max. 
error over 2 to 60 MPG range. Optional 
resettable Totalizer measures total 
gallons consumed in 1/100 of a gallon 
steps up to 99.99 gallons and allows an 
accurate determination of average gas 
mileage and total fuel consumption on 
any trip. Helps to avoid gas-wasting 
driving habits, to determine most 
economical speed and to detect engine 
malfunction. Fits all domestic and most 
imported cars, trucks and RV’s (except 
diesels). $99.50, $139.00 with Totalizer. 
SpaceKom, Inc., 212 East Gutierrez 
Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, Phone 
(805) 965-1013. 





CUSTOMIZE YOUR VAN 
3-WAYS! 


(1) Truck on down to Nashville - "CC'll do it for you. 
(2) We ship you pre-assembled units; 
(wet bar - bed sections - and so on). 
3. We'll ship you the parts - You do it. 










eo لحب‎ 
S 


YOU WANT IT - WE GOT IT 


- WE AIN'T GOT IT - WE'LL GET IT!! 





MAIL TO; Money Back Guarantee Ou DÉI Merchandise 
x SEND FOR FREE CATALOG TODAY! + 


Music CN Vou Fat TI j 


212 Woodland Street, Dept. TR | C CR RN Tene I 
Nashville, Tennessee 37213 Mab. - ا‎ AN مووي‎ I 
ity اله‎ reisen CANAS o de UR eroe lu vie E هيودع‎ E موده‎ Shay ARE vu x aS 
A Subsidiary of Cavalier Ca | 
ry د‎ SIE امي‎ EE E ZA asus awa عوج ف ودام ف تمجاه‎ N 
| کا وكاتوا‎ 
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TALK TO US! 


The places where you get 
Direct Connection Parts off the shelf! 


MOPAR SPOKEN HERE 


Mr. Norm's 
GRAND SPAULDING DODGE, INC. 
3300 W. Grand Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60651 
(312) 227-3300 


Mr. Bill Schermesser, Parts Mgr. 
TANFORAN D0DGE, INC. 
398 El Camino Real 
San Bruno, CA 94066 
(415) 873-2500 


V. Petty or D. Roberson, Perf. Parts 
RIVER OAKS CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH CO. 
4807 Kirby Drive 
Houston, Texas 77006 
Texas Watts (800) 392-1896 
or (713) 526-1061 


Mr. Amador Salgado, Perf. Parts. 
S & W DODGE 















Mr. Tom Thek, Perf. Parts 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE DODGE, INC. 
400 Sunrise Highway 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570 
(516) 678-1602 


Mr. Tom Stephens, Parts Mgr. 
AURORA DODGE 
2727 Havana 
Denver, Colorado 80232 
(303) 751-1104 


Mr. Don Hamilton 
SOUTH HILLS CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 
745 N. Washington Rd. 
McMurray, PA 15317 

(412) 941-4300 


Mr. Norm's 
GRAND SPAULDING DODGE, INC. 
935 Dundee Rd. 
Buffalo Grove, III. 60090 
(312) 394-9700 


Mr. AI Baldwin, Perf. Parts 
CITY AUTO CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 
Route 10 
Pineville, WV 24874 
(304) 732-6551 


Mr. Wayne Hajdasz 
SOUTH LAKE MOTORS 
One-Stop Speed Center 
1931 South Main 
Rice Lake, WI 54868 
(715) 234-9081 


Mr. Larry Abbott, Parts Mgr. 

KELLY CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH, INC. 
789 S. Four Lane Highway 

Marietta, GA 30060 Portsmouth, N.H. 03801 
(404) 422-9100 (603) 436-2022 


T. Gadis or J. Hyatt, Perf. Parts Mr. Kieth Hershberger, Perf. Parts 
NORM KING DODGE, INC. HERSHBERGER MOTORS 
121 East Alosta 202 Young St. 
Glendora, CA 91740 Woodburn, OR 97071 
(213) 335-0261 (503) 981-0121 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS S CHRYSLER 







































Mr. Rolly Emerton, Parts Mgr. 
PORTSMOUTH DODGE INC. 
155 Greenleaf Ave. 










350 St. Nicholas Avenue 
Ridgewood, Queens, NY 11227 
(212) 821-3027 


Mr. Chester Teetor Jr., Pts. Mgr. 
KENMONT DODGE 
7788 Montgomery Rd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 
(513) 793-2600 


CORPORATION 






irect>¢connectio 
GEET 


2 














6412 MANCHESTER BLVD., BUENA PARK, CALIFORNIA, 90621 PHONES: (714) 994-1400, RES. (213) 941-4693 


(JUST NORTH OF KNOTTS BERRY FARM) SPECIALISTS IN HARD-TO-GET USED PARTS 


98 157 IN QUALITY, FINEST IN SERVICE ! 


ISKY introduces the LSK) Cam 


Motorists . . . does your late model (1972-76) car, camper or pick- 
up run poorly, idle rough and use too much gas? ISKY can ease 
D your gas pains with the famous MILE-A-MOR cam designed to 
increase engine efficiency and stop “GAS GUZZLING!” 


GUARANTEED PERFORMANCE OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


e MILEAGE... 
other changes. 

e HI-TORQUE ... Improved throttle response and better pulling 
power at low to intermediate speeds. 

e SMOOTH RUNNING . . . Idling super smooth and flat spots 
eliminated on acceleration. 

e SAVE $$ . . . You can easily save $10 dollars or more per 
month in gasoline expenses alone. 

SEND FOR THE TRUTH: Send for your free MILE-A-MOR cam 

brochure including actual test results or get the complete Isky 

Cam Story with our new 1976 CATALOG “THE TRUTH ABOUT 

CAMS”... only $1.00 p.pd. 


ISKENDERIAN CAMS 
























We guarantee 1 mile per gallon increase with no 
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READERS 








(Continued from page 6) 





man headers. A 3-speed, Cragars, black 
paint job and some chrome goodies set 
our “55” off. Some good changes are now 
being made this year — new paint job 
(black), shag interior, Muncie 4-speed 
and a new 350 with a full race cam. 
Craig & Linda Cota 
Covington, Ohio 


TENNESSEE MINI 





My pickup is a '75 Datsun short-bed. 
The modifications are as follows: air 
conditioning, AM/FM stereo and 8 


track, custom steering wheel. I 
shortened the shifter and installed a “J” 
handle. Also full carpeting was in- 
stalled. The bed area is finished in short 
shag and fur with crushed velvet drapes. 
The sunroof hood panel and flames 
(candy colors over gold powder base) as 
well as the cartoon character were done 
by Music City Van Fair, in Nashville. 
Most of the interior work was done by 
them also. The wheels, side pipes and 
Ammco rear bumper were done earlier. 
The Topper is by Eagle Craft of 
Plymouth Indiana. To my knowledge 
this is the only custom mini truck in the 
Nashville area. I would really like to see 
my truck featured in your fine magazine 


(Continued on page 30) 









SCOOP HOOD/FLARES/SPOILERS 


Here's an outstanding combo ... all new fiberglass hood 
with built-in scoop, front and rear fender flares, and front 
spoiler. Each fits like a glove and is ready to paint. Super! 


Here are ten tricks that can turn your Mopar 
van into an instant heavy hauler. They're all 
“Made for Mopar’ which means they fit... 
and you can put them on yourself without 
spending a fortune. All from the Direct Con- 
nection and any Dodge or Chrysler-Plymouth 
dealer nationally. So if truckin's your thing, 
get connected now. 


MIRRO-SHIELD AND SIDE PIPES 


New Mirro-Shield is a mirror-like self-adhesive film easily 
installed inside window. Not only looks great, but pro- 
vides interior privacy and helps reduce inside tempera- 
ture. Available in gold, silver ang smoke tint. And how 
about the side 





Let the direct connection 
turn your Mopar van 
into a heavy hauler! 


pipes for touch 
of sight and 
sound. They 
bolt on 
easily and 
quickly. 













TRUCKIN’ HORNS 


If you’re in to truckin’, you gotta have one of these 
trumpet styled horns. Top quality chromed spun brass 
with 12 volt dual coil motors that give more output with 
less draw. Available in 15-1/2” lengths, single or duals. 
Mount and pedestal included. 


STREET VAN CUSTOMIZING KIT 
Do your own interior! Kit in- 
cludes full size heavy paper 
templates, step-by-step instruc- 
tion booklet, plus 6 paint ideas 
in color and customizing "how- 
to” book. For all '71 and newer 
Dodge vans (except Maxi). 


SPARE TIRE CARRIER 


Add extra living room to your van with this rear-mounted 
spare tire carrier. Made of special aluminum alloy — 
light but strong. Bolts to 
door hinges for rigidity. 
Includes theft-proof 
tire lock. 


VAN GO MURALS 

This big new “Schooner” mural (17-1/2" x 49") is the 
latest in our collection. Choose from 7 different full 
color self-adhesive renderings from lunar landscapes to 
foxy ladies. All top quality and take only minutes to apply. 





I've got something for you! 











. NEW MOPAR BOOK or: MAGIC ` "^veE- 
Plenty of van accessories and 
engine pieces plus race-proven, ANDRESS 
factory engineered performance 
products and selected major CITY STATE ZIP 


brand speed equipment. All de- 

tailed in the new Direct Connec- 

tion Catalog. Mopar van owners, 

street rodders, and racers can’t 

afford to be without this book. 

dot your copy today, just one 
dollar. 








f Get your Direct 
Connection T-Shirt 
$2.95 post paid. 
Specify S, M, L or XL. 


< b CHRYSLER 
Ax 
Detroit, Mi, 48231 


(Please send Check or Money Order) 
CORPORATION 
Box 857 — Dept. CIMS 414-05-49 
TM-7 
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A business so big, so fantastic, 
that in most parts of the U.S. you need 
an appointment to take in a car for re- 
upholstering or customizing. We have ;- 
the finest deal in America for you in , 
this great business! 
You earn while you learn at home Y .U.l. train i 
in spare time. If you can handle a cludes popular exterior | 
screwdriver and a pair of shears you trimming dd. S í 
can make it big in auto trim and re- alle cn së — 6 VN 
lated fields like vinyl repair, auto glass an added skill that Fits in 
and landau top replacement. well with auto and van 
You learn the latest up-to-the- upholstering. 
minute California and European styles 
... get all the tools of the trade at no 
extra charge. And right from the start 
...you get the finest materials, fab- 
rics, and supplies at low wholesale 
prices! ' 
You learn how to start, manage | 
and develop your own business, take 
on help... go all the way to an income ! 
you won't believe! Other people just 
dream about it — but if you have read S 
this far, YOU can do something 
about it! 


VINYL REPAIR, 100! 











A OUTSID 










Now is the time to 
start cashing in on 
the huge market for 
customized Surfer 
7 Vans! A market 
where $1,200 — for 


Often, as a Customizer, you will 
be called upon to fix tears, rips 
and burns in van and auto inter- ; 
iors, It's a big profit business a week's work is 
— AND THE MOST COMPLETE ¦ not unusual! Hard 
VINYL REPAIR INSTRUCTION | to believe? Not if 
AVAILABLE ANYWHERE, is in- 
in your A.U.. 


you've got an esti- 
$ mate for a ''Sultan's 
Den" lately — like 
the one shown! Van 
Customizers report 
jobs like this usually 
BEGIN around $800 
— go all the way up 
to $2,500 or more. 
And experts believe 
the customized van 
— trend has only just 


u t , c S.S begun! 
um mm pen UEM Um ED mm en um ١ 
AUTO UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE TODAY! 


N Dept BFT , 1205 W. Barkley, Orange, CA 92669 


RUSH — Complete MASTER PLAN and BIG color illustrated H 
Booklet/Data/Guide on "How to Make BIG MONEY in the Auto B 


cluded program! 










FREE. ACT TODAY! 


You owe it to yourself and your family to look 
over this TREMENDOUS opportunity to MAKE 
MORE MONEY — NOW! Mail in coupon for 
MASTER PLAN, and BIG color illustrated 
Booklet/Data/Guide on “How to Make BIG 
MONEY in the Auto Upholstering & Vehicle 
Interior Customizing Business.” NO OBLIGA- | 
TION. No salesman will visit or phone. 


Auto Upholstery Institute. Dept. BFT 
1205 W. Barkley, Orange, Calif. 92669 


Upholstering & Vehicle Interior Customizing Business.” It is 
understood that | am under NO OBLIGATION at any time, and 
no salesman will ever visit or phone. Everything will be done 
by mail. l 


Name: Age 








Address: 


City: State: Zip | 








as 








THE TRICK SHOP OF ALL YOUR 
VAN AND MINI-TRUCK — 
ACCESSORY NEEDS ÇG, 


= 


ANAHEIM—— — A 


WE CARRY AND INSTALL 
THE COMPLETE LINE OF: 


Window Bubbles 
Snack Trays Sunroofs 
Spoilers Portholes 
1594 5. Anaheim Blvd., Suite F 
Anaheim, California 92805 
714/533-6411 


Fender Flares 


۱ 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR IMAGINARY GLASS PRODUCTS 
SEND $1.00 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
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CUSTOM SOFA BED 


This sofa which provides comfortable 
seating for up to four persons, converts 
into a double bed which measures 50” x 
66". An ideal addition to any van in- 
terior. Deeply embossed cushions 
provide riding and sleeping comfort. 
Choose from deep grain vinyl in black, 
white, Chevy tan, chestnut brown, deep 
red, green and blue. LRP, Inc., Route 5, 
Sheridan Springs Rd., Dept. T, Lake 
Geneva, Wis. 53147, (414) 248-6627. 


GLASSTITE BOX 





The Glasstite Commercial Box is now 
available from Innovar Industries, 
Dunnell, Minnesota. This new fiberglass 
cover for Import trucks is the first of 
many products being designed for com- 
mercial use as well as private. This 
rugged unit is equipped with full length 
opening side doors in addition to the 
rear door. All doors are of Glasstite’s 
unique top hinging style providing max- 
imum access and easy loading to ail 
areas of the pickup box. The doors also 
feature Glasstite’s exclusive wrap- 
around concept with internal drain 
channels assuring a positive dust and 
water seal. The covers are available with 
tinted, sliding windows with screens in 
the side doors or solid fiberglass panels. 
Contact Innovar Industries, Box 874, 
Dept. T, Dunnelll, Minnesota 56127. 







Summertime ° Skateboards ° and 


STREET CHOPPER - TRUCKIN’ 
STREET RODDER Magazines 


Pe = 
4x4 LUV (OFF) ROAD TES 
WINTERNATIONALS SHOW 








12 issues 


MRUCKING EE š 

STREET CHOPPER ........................ $12.00 

er 22 ONT R0 
1 KALAWAIN 27" Skateboard ........ : 

‘ame (FOR? BOTH 


WHILE SUPPLY LASTS! 


[OSES SSS SSS SS SSS SSS eret ee mem SSS 5- > - > n 
DJ Yes. Send me 


STREET CHOPPERO) STREET RODDER(] TRUCKIN' O 
Magazine for 1 full year. Plus my 








color 
KALAWAIN skateboard, a savings of $20.00 off the retail price. 
No. Thank you for the offer. But | would like to receive 
(J TRUCKIN' [] STREET RODDER [] STREET CHOPPER 
at the regular subscription price of: 
DJ $9.00 1 year [J] $16.00 2 year [J $24.00 3 year 


I 

١ 

I 

= : ١ 
i 
KALAWAIN ! 
the King of Skateboards 1 
Precision match molded 
from genuine Owens/Corn- ' 
ing Fiberglas featuring a | 
surfer design non-skid ] 
i 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 








board and Sure Grip trucks NAME 
with Metaflex Urethane 
Wheels. ADDRESS 
GIN eee STATE ZIP 





“The Surfer" a 27" board 
available in 3 colors (yellow, 
red, blue) Shipped F.O.B. Send to: TRM Publications 

KALAWAIN'S plant. 1182 North Brookhurst Anaheim, CA 92801 
Guaranteed for 1 year. E EE 
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PART FOUR 
paint and interior 







by Robert K. Smith 


ith all the metal work com- 

pleted, Truckin’ Magazine’s 

Toyota Project was lookin’ good. 
The body was pretty similar to the 
original drawing by Harry Bradley. To 
finish off the truck, a nice paint job and 
interior were in order. 

After a couple of coats of primer were 
sprayed on at Dick Dean’s shop, the 
truck was hauled over to Steve’s Paint’n 
Place in nearby Bellflower. Before Steve 
Johnson and helper Barry even thought 
about applying any paint, they made 
sure the body was pretty cherry. Hours 
of block sanding and primering took 
place. Because the majority of the metal 
was thin, these guys had to be extra 
careful not to put any dents in the body, 
especially the roof and hood areas. For 
example, when it came time to cherry 
out the roof, one guy would support the 
roof with a pillow while the other 
carefully sanded. This took a lot of time. 


After cherrying out the body of the Toyota, Steve and Barry got it ready Once the body was straight and ready 
for paint (unbolted the bed) and then Steve did his thing with the spray : : 

gun. First coat was white pearl, followed with orbit orange, and then a for paint, Jim Clark, Harry Bradley, and 
candy yellow toner. myself went over to Steve’s to see what 
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kind of scheme we wanted in the paint. 
We wanted the truck to be basically one 
type of pearl color, with accent stripes 
down the side, incorporating 
TRUCKIN’ Magazine also. The original 
art work called for wide stripes going 
down the center, from the spoiler to the 
tailgate. We ruled that out and decided 
on the stripes-along-the-side route. 

A day later, we visited Steve's again 
to see how the base color came out. It 
was super. The color is a GM orbit 
orange, but mixed with a yellow candy 
toner. Under the candy layer is a lot of 
white pearl. In the sunlight, this color 
lights up. After deciding where to put 
the stripes, and the patterns used, it was 
time to come up with colors again. We 
left this up to Steve; he used a deep 
candy purple for the wide stripe, and a 
bright candy orange for the thin stripe. 

After the paint set up, Steve and 
Barry color sanded the truck, followed by 
applying clear lacquer. Because we were 
very short on time, these two guys 
worked about twenty four hours a day to 
make the deadline. Also, Paul Rick from 
Franks Auto Glass, came by and put in 
all the glass at Steve's shop. At about 
midnight, seven hours before we had to 
leave with the truck to go to San Diego, 
the clear was just finished being rubbed 
out. 

Now Steve and Barry could go home 
and crash. But the paint job wasn't 
exactly done. Now it was time for the 
striping and lettering. It just so happens 
that behind Steve’s shop, there's Denny 
Goodwin, a painter, letterer and 
pinstriper. Denny said he would try to 
get all the striping done so we could 
make it to the interior shop in San 
Diego. So he and another striper/letterer 
friend Nat went to town doing their 
thing with the brushes. At five in the 
morning, I received a phone call from 
Denny; he said to come over and pick up 
the truck in about two hours. He was 
about done, but said the paint had to set 
up a little before exposing it to the 
weather. And would you believe it 
rained during the striping procedure. 

With van and trailer, Jim Clark and I 
headed to Steve's Place to pick up the 
truck. Nat and Denny were super tired; 
we really thank these two guys as well as 
Steve and Barry for producing a super 
Job in a short time. Anyway, after the 
Toyota was loaded, I dropped Jim off at 
the office and headed for San Diego. 

When I arrived at Taylor Industries, I 
was greeted by Al Taylor. He gave me a 
quick tour of the plant and then he and 
crew started in on the interior. We told 
Al what color the truck was, so he 
selected some material and made the 
seats before I arrived. The seats are cut- 








ee ABOVE—With the base color 


over the truck, accent stripes 
were masked off and then 
sprayed. The wider stripes 
were painted candy dark pur- 
ple, and the narrow one a 
bright orange. 


LEFT—/nstead of running 
stripes around the tailgate, 
Steve decided to end them at 
rear of fenders. Three holes on 
quarter panel are for moun- 
ting custom taillights. 


BELOW-—After paint was 
rubbed out around midnight, 
Denny Goodwin took over 
with pinstriping and lettering. 
Denny's friend Nat Quick also 
helped him so we could make 
our deadline. 
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down Toyota units which are done in 
orange naugahyde with striped cloth 
inserts. Before mounting the seats, Al 
decided that it would be neat to have 
them swivel. So he grabbed a couple of 
van swivel seat bases from the shelf and 
modified them to fit the seats. 

Two of Al’s crew went all out with the 
cab. One guy took care of the orange 
shag carpet, while the other was making 
the headliner and door panels. With the 
carpet installed, the headliner went in 
next, followed by bolting on the door 
panels. The headliner and panels were 
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ABOVE—After blowing out dust particles from cab, the guys 
at Taylor Industries hustled to get the interior work com- 
pleted. Shown is shag carpet being installed at rear of cab. 





ABOVE—The front half of the cab received the same 


treatment, more orange shag carpet. A special contact 
cement gun was used to spray glue on carpet and floor 








before final installation. 


done in the same material as the seat 
inserts. Now the cab came to life with 
the bright color co-ordinated interior. 
All that’s left to do now is the tarp. Al 
had the guy in the wood shop take care 
of this deal. The base was made of two 
pieces of 3/4-inch plywood glued and 
stapled together, which was shaped to 
fit the contour of the top of the bed. To 
keep the wood in the correct position on 
the bed top frame, pieces of wood were 
glued and screwed to the underside of 
the wood base. Also, two support pieces 
were added to keep things stable. With 





ABOVE—While one guy was working on 
the carpet, another was fitting the door 
panels with striped cloth material to match 
the inserts in the already made seats. 
Pneumatic staple gun makes it faster. 


the wood part all done, it was fitted to 
the truck to make sure everything was 
okay. 

By five in the evening, the tarp was 
made to fit over the wood. It also 
utilized the orange naugahyde with 
striped cloth insert. After the final 
staples were in, the tarp was fitted onto 
the truck. That completed the interior 
portion of the Toyota. 

The next day, the truck was hauled to 
Dick Deans’ shop, where the last minute 
detail would take place. Dick installed 
the solenoid switches in the doors, and 


td 
Ur 


itlitlli i 





Instead of just bolting down seats in the cab, Al Taylor 
(shown) wanted them to be trick. So he reworked a set of 
van swivel seat bases so they would work with the new 
seats. As soon as door panels were completed, Al screwed 
them in place. 








ABOVE—A lot of time and effort 
went into the making of the tarp. 
It features plywood base, all 
kinds of supports, all put together 
with glue, nails, and screws. 


RIGHT—For the wood base, guys in the 
interior shop made a naugahyde cover with 
cloth insert. Then foam padding was 
sandwiched between them, and the cover 
pulled tight and stapled. 


also installed a pull cable in case the 
battery went dead. He also blacked the 
engine compartment, with friends 
helping out with the cleaning and 
polishing. When all this stuff was done a 
day later, we had just enough time to 
photograph the pickup and then load it 
on the forty foot trailer which was 
headed for Chicago. We barely made our 
deadline; we thank everyone involved 
with this project for putting out 10096 
and more to complete the truck. In our 
next issue, we'll show you detail shots 
and overalls of the finished project. 
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If the third time is a charm, then Ford's 
third generation van is a winner. 





by Dain Gingerelli 





businessmen a vehicle which they could 
afford and use efficiently. By today's 
standards, these Econoline vans were 
very rudimentary pieces of equipment. 
The engine was located next to the 
driver, and inside noise was hardly given 
a second thought. Steering linkage made 
it necessary that the steering wheel be in 
a near vertical position. This made for a 


ECONOL 1 ME somewhat awkward driving position for 
the American motorist who was at the 
time accustomed to having the wheel 
placed facing him. These, and other 
shortcomings, earmarked the first 
generation of vans; Fords, and later to 


be introduced Chevrolets and Dodges. 











hen Henry Ford set out on his 

monumental ride around the 

block aboard his homebuilt 
horseless carriage, little did he dream 
that one day the soon-to-be Ford Motor 
Company would be one of the colossal 
leaders of the industry. Visions of 
FoMoCo producing vans probably never 
even entered his head at that time, 
either. 

But by 1961, with the auto industry 
booming, Ford engineers finished on the 
drawing board what was to sweep the 
American motorists by storm ten years 
later. They had just produced the first of 
a long line of Econoline vans, a model 
intended to make available for small 
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A dressy option on the test van was the 
Marchal driving lights, and their color coded 
covers. These lights are the answer if you do 
driving on sparsely traveled roads at night. 
The Western Wheels really gave this van a 
sporty image, although we prefer 8-1/2-inch 








The side mirrors were positioned correctly, although the stick-on convex 
spotters weren't! They should have been on top corner, in easy view of driver. 
Firestone tires gave controlled ride, especially on freeway and rough roads. 

Large windows in rear doors helped for rearward vision. 


Not until 1969 did anybody do anything 
to really improve the design of mass 
produced vans. 

1969 brought out the introduction of 
the Ford “Supervan.” Super in every 
way, when lined up to the dinosaurs 
manufactured previously. There was no 
comparison. The engine was positioned 
a little farther forward, the body was 
widened and lengthened, and noise — 
the driver and passengers could now 
actually carry on a half-way decent 
conversation without shouting. Yes, the 
1969 model Ford van was super in every 
way. 

Chevrolet and Dodge quickly saw the 
success the Fords were having (and 
would continue to have if they didn't do 
something about their body designs) 
and so went back to the drawing boards. 
The results are now what are offered on 


TMMM—————————————————————————————————— 


wheels to the 7's equipped. 





their showroom floors. It might be said 
that the 1969 Ford Supervan design 
helped more than anything to spawn 
progress in the van industry. The second 
generation Ford van died at the end of 
1974. Ford would produce what they call 
the third generation van by March of 
last year. It is this van that we are 
concerned with in this road test. 

By contemporary standards, the new 
design is in disagreement with what is 
thought to be typical van design. When 
looking back at the 1961 models, a van 
should have a box-like shape. The 
engine must be situated within the 
confines of the body work, making for a 
somewhat compact vehicle, utilizing as 
much inside space for freight. The se- 
cond generation vans took this into 
account, and increased total freight 
volume, while moving the engine 





forward at the same time. Some of the 
compactness was lost doing this, but at 
the same time it helped with interior 
volume. Things were beginning to con- 
tradict each other. The third generation 
van carried these contradictions even 
further. 

But it is interesting to note that the 
reasons for the longer hood section on 
the 1975 design was partly instilled by 
government standards to be set on the 
van industry by 1977. That was the year 
the government would intervene and 
make mandatory crash-proof vans. The 
standards would be measured at the 
nose of the vehicle, which is where most 
collisions occur. The tests would be 
pretty much the same as those for 
passenger vehicles now. The vans would 
all have to withstand a certain amount 
of impact at a set speed. 
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TEST 


The best way to provide a vehicle with 
the ability to withstand an impact is to 
build its body section where the point of 
impact is to be measured outward. This 
is exactly what Ford did, they moved the 
engine forward a little more, and moved 
the sheetmetal and front axle with it. 

Then the government reneged. Ford 
had already spent so much money on the 
project, and they had tooled to begin 
production within the time limit set by 
the government in the first place that 
they decided to introduce the van in 
1975. The decision proved to be a good 
one, as it offered Ford a chance to get 
one step ahead of the competition. They 
had lost their edge since 1969, and the 
new van gave them something unique to 
market. 

Our test van was an Econoline 150, or 
half-ton model. It featured the Chateau 
trim package, which dresses it up quite a 
bit. We had the 138-inch wheelbase 
model, Ford’s largest. 

The tried and tested 351 cubic inch V- 
8, with power steering, power brakes, 
and factory air conditioning were also 
included. The 351 is one of the best 
truck engines on the market. Coupled to 
the three speed Cruis-O-Matic 
transmission, it offers plenty of power 
for the truck. 

As with many trucks and vans sold 
during these times of stringent emission 
laws, the Ford van featured a gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 6050, 
fifty pounds over the limit which excludes 
it from having to use a catalytic con- 
verter. The gross vehicle weight rating 
for front and rear axle is broken down to 
3200 front and 3440 rear. It is good to 
keep those figures in mind when 
transporting an extremely heavy load, to 
prolong axle and wheel bearing life. 

The 138-inch wheelbase is the longest 
of any major van produced in America. 
Dodge’s maxi van, although offering 
more storage space, has a 127-inch 
wheelbase. The longer wheelbase is 
mainly attributed to the extended nose. 
Available space for storage and freight 
are actually less than that for the maxi 
and Chevy’s largest van. From rear door 
to the back of the driver seat measures 
123 inches for Ford, 126 for Chevy, and 
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132 for Dodge’s maxi. The intermediate 
size Dodge offers 114 inches. Translated 
into total volume capacity in cubic feet, 
Ford had 239 cubic feet, Chevy 261, and 
Dodge’s maxi 288. The shorter bed 
Dodge (with the 127-inch wheelbase) 
has 249, still above Ford’s. Total volume 
is computed by measuring width, 
height, and length from behind the seat 
to the rear doors. Since these 
measurements are all within bounds of 
each other, they would only be critical to 
someone interested in transporting large 
volumes of freight. 

The “room” portion of our test van 
had factory paneling. Nothing 
elaborate, but we liked it. Cardboard 
paneling was accented with wood 
stripes, running lengthwise. For a 
vanner who didn’t want to spend a lot of 
time and money on an elaborate panel 
job, this would be nice. It can be 
removed with relative ease, and insula- 
tion installed, for an even quieter ride. 
The top of the van was also paneled, 
with the same type headliner found in 





the window van version. 

Carpeting was put in the cab com- 
partment. Captain’s chairs, with arm 
rests and swivel bases made for a very 
comfortable ride. It would be interesting 
to note here that the noise level in this 
van was extremely low. Although we 
didn’t have the facilities to measure the 
exact decible level with a meter, we 
could figure out that it was below that 
for a comparably equipped Dodge or 
Chevy (as at least one of each is owned 
by staffers). With insulation and 
carpeting on the floor, we figure the 
noise level to be in close proximity to 
that of an automobile. We tip our hats to 
the Ford engineers. Moving the engine 
forward had to help. 

Also helping to reduce road noise, a 
set of Firestone steel belted radials, 
mounted to 7-inch Western Cyclone II 
cast aluminum wheels were installed. 
Radials we feel, are the best type of tires 
for overall ride, and safety. For a more 
custom appearance, B.F. Goodrich T/A 
radials are in order. 





















While enjoying the absence of noise, 
we could listen to the FM stereo, with 
quadraphonic speakers. Nice, real nice 
for truckin’. When the cruel Southern 


California heat got to us, we rolled up 
the windows, and turned on the factory 
air conditioning. Doing road tests can be 
a very rigorous task indeed. 

One thing the entire small truck in- 
dustry does, and which we think is great, 
is provide a full array of gauges for the 
driver to be aware of what is happening 
under the hood (or engine cover). Our 





Spacious interior has plenty of room for trick 
interior. The factory paneling offers a low 
investment option for the buyer. We liked the 
wood stripping. Speakers in the rear compart- 
ment helped to spread stereo throughout van. 
Captain's chairs were luxury we went for. A 
little more recline would have been nice. Spare 
wheel cover cleaned up interior considerably. 


Best feature we enjoyed about the Ford van 

was the level of noise when driving; there was 
very little. We have found this to be true of 
most third generation Fords we have driven. 


Ford had all of these guages for our use. 
Although most oil gauges are options, 
the water temperature gauge, battery 
and fuel gauges are generally standard 
features. We suggest that you order an 
oil pressure gauge with your van. The 
extra fifteen or twenty dollars is well 
worth the expense if you ever have to use 
the gauge itself. Get the drift? 

The Chateau test van was equipped 
for any long haul that we might want to 
take it on. Dual Marchal driving lights, 
mounted to the front bumpers would 
make sure even the loneliest country 
roads would be lighted at night for us to 
see ahead. Gas stops would be few and 
far between with the auxillary gas tank 
mounted to the left side. This is an 
option, and if you are one for driving 
long distances, without having to stop 
for an occasional rest, you might want 
this extra. In the event of another energy 
crisis, it might also reduce the number 
of gas lines you will have to wait in. 

To finish off our test van, the paint job 
was done in “Ginger Glow Glamour.” 
Although it sounds like a Hollywood 
production, the color itself came across 
very nice. It was a metallic brown, 
highlighted with gold. It would be a very 
good base for a custom paint stripe, or 
maybe accented with rust orange 
striping. But custom painting is a sub- 
jective matter, so we will leave those 
ideas for you when you do your own van. 

Our overall impression of the Ford van 
is good. Although all three major vans 
(Ford, Chevy, Dodge) are pretty much 
even, as far as utility value and design 
features, we are going to have to stick 
our necks out and agree that maybe 
Ford does have a better idea with this 
new van concept. When the new vehicle 
impact requirements are issued, Ford 
will at least have their body structures 
worked out. Don’t look for a new Dodge 
or Chevy for at least two more years. 
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Here's a nicely done ’74 Dodge with 


lots of metalflake and... 


The paint job is a royal blue metalflake, which was done at 
Gaynor's Paint, Harold did the interior. Black diamond vinyl, 
blue crushed velvet trim, and shag carpet are throughout the 
interior. Custom engine cover top houses the CB radio, and for 
stereo, Harold installed a Lear Jet AM/FM quad unit. Also in 
the driver's compartment are Hexagon steering wheel, pillow 
back recliners by Bise Co., and a partially padded dash. Under 
the bed is a storage area. When going on long hauls, a 
refrigerator (which makes ice cubes) is filled with 
refreshments. In the rear corners are color bars. Whenever this 
van is entered in a show, it usually comes home with some kind 
of trophy. Keep up the good work Harold. 


If you own a van shop, the ideal thing would 
be to fix up a van so you can show your 
customers what kind of work you can do. Well, 
Harold Walton built this ‘74 Dodge first, and 
then opened up a shop, Bay City Vans in San 
Carlos. As you can see from the photos, Harold 
knows what bes doing when it comes to 
tricking up a van. He glassed in the flares and 
front spoiler, installed a fiberglass hood, and 
Shaved the emblems and clearance lights. 
Besides selling accessories, 

Harold makes custom grilles, roof racks, 

and does interiors and paint work. Check 

out the grille; it features four Caddy 
headlights, with custom made tubing. The 

roof rack is chromed twisted steel. Other 
neat items are rear bubble windows, vinyl 
roof, front and rear sunroofs, and 

portholes. Note front directionals. 





Harold Walton 
San Carlos, California 


photography: Robert K. Smith 
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by Robert K. Smith 


t the Downtown Community Concourse in San 

Diego, California March 19th through the 21st, 

the 23rd Annual San Diego International World 
of Wheels Show took place. It was produced this time 
by CSH/R.G. Canning Productions, Inc., and Pacific 
Promotions, Inc. This was the first time both 
producers got together to produce a custom car show. 
The host club for this event was the Pickups Limited, 
Bay Area chapter. 

As far as vans and trucks were concerned, the vans 
weren't too strong a showing, but the pickups were all 
over the place. Early Fords, Chevys, and mini-trucks 
were displayed throughout the Concourse. Some have 


been shown before, but there were also some brand 
new trucks that were new to the circuit. T'ake a look at 
the accompanying photos and see what kinds of 
outstanding entries were showcased. 
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7 —For those who have been 
following our Toyota Project, here's a 
sneak peek at the finished product. 
We'll have more details next issue. 


2—Chuck Duffy's '56 Cameo is 
looking good. Features include Joe 
Gamez paint, 327 motor, trick wheels 
and tires. Truck is definitely 10-4. 


3-076 super 55 Ford F-100 is this 
gun metal gray and black one owned 
by Don Crager of Torrance, California. 
It'll be featured soon. 


4—Anyone for a supercharged 350 in 
a 56 Chevy pickup? That's exactly 
what Jim Sweetwood did. He's a 
member of Chevy's Truckers, San 
Diego. 


§—/n the Pickups Limited San Diego 
chapter display, was a 54 Ford 
chassis with '70 351 Windsor engine. 
Rig belongs to Chris and Elaine Mott. 


6—Another sharp looking pickup is 
this Knight Arrant F-100. Owner is Bill 
Wright, member of Unique Ford 


Trucks. Note wires, Jag rear end. 


7—This beautifully done black ‘56 
belongs to Fred West. Features in- 
clude 351 engine, striping by Jack, 
clean interior, chrome all over, and 
under. 


8—Miike Haynes of Cucamonga drove 
in with this immaculate ‘57 Chevy 
pickup. Orange with flames, this truck 
is done nicely throughout. 


9—/n the van department, this Desert 
Mate ‘75 Dodge looked super. Owner 
is Gary Just of Vans Alone. Mural on 
side and interior are trick. 


70—Here's an oldy, a 1914 C Cab 
Model! T that's been brought back to 
life by Howard's Body and Paint of 
San Diego. Note stanchions. 
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ABOVE—When you compare the 283 and 455 side by side, it's hard to believe that the 
monstrous Buick is really a pussy cat to drop in. Pontiac tail housing and Chevy Six yoke 


simplify driveshaft hook-up. 





ABOVE—Replacing oil pressure switch is 
one of three modifications required for drop- 
in, bolt-up fit. Copper tubing line is routed up 
block and to the rear for hook-up. 


RIGHT —Original Buick installation was fitted 
with. an air conditioning compressor. Mike 
cut the bracket as shown to remove the 
excess length. 
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ot the urge for a new truck this 

year? If so, I don’t blame you — 

every trucker gets a kick from a 
brand new pick-up, especially if his old 
one is nearing the end of the road. That’s 
exactly how Mike Goldman of Fountain 
Valley, California felt when he dropped 
by his local dealer as the ’76 trucks hit 
the showroom floor. But after one look at 
the bottom line figure on the stickers, he 
decided that it wasn’t even worth his 
time trying to bargain with the 
salesman. And if you’ve priced them, 
you might well agree with him. 

Except for the 283 cid, which had 
started smoking and obviously needed a 
rebuild, Mike's 1966 Chevy half-ton 
really wasn’t in bad shape at 70,000 
miles. But he had another problem; 
when Mike bought the truck new 10 
years ago (for $2400), it suited his pur- 
poses fine, but over the years his needs 
had changed. Even when the 283 had 
been in tip-top shape, it didn’t have 
enough guts to do the job, and that 2- 
speed Powerglide certainly left a good 
deal to be desired. As rebuilding the 283 
was not the answer, and a new truck was 
out of the question, Mike decided to 
swap the puny powertrain for one that 
would deliver, and while he was at it, 
he’d completely update the truck by ad- 
ding power steering and power brakes. 

As a transmission repair instructor for 
the Southern California Regional Oc- 
cupational Center in Torrance, Mike 
has done a good deal of business over the 
years with Schimmick and Dool Auto 
Salvage, 22704 South Normandie, 
Torrance, California 90502, and so he 
turned to Ed Dool for advice. Ed 
suggested dropping in a 1970 Buick 455 
and Turbo 400. Of pre-smog vintage, the 
Buick engine kicks out 370 hp while 
delivering 510 ft.-lbs. of torque to the 
rear wheels at 2800 rpm. Mike’s old 
High Torque 283 worked hard to put out 
195 hp and sent only 285 ft.-lbs. back to 
the rear at 2400 rpm. 

Here was a swap worth considering — 
almost double the power and better gas 
mileage to boot. Now, for those readers 
who do a double-take at the gas 








BELOW—Existing mounts did not work out 
properly, so Goldman fabricated new ones 
from 3/16-in. steel plate. Gusset is added for 
extra strength. 








BELOW—Power brake unit from ‘69 Skylark fits perfectly by adding a three-inch extension 
to the pushrod hanger and drilling the`connecting hole lower on the brake pedal. 


BELOW—Brake pedal arm was redrilled to 
accept the power brake pushrod connector 
— a simple modification for greatly improved 
brakes. 








economy involved in this kind of swap, 
consider that Mike was only getting 10 
mpg when he put any kind of load on the 
2-barrel 283 and Powerglide. But the 
greater power of the Buick engine and 
the smaller primaries of its Quadrajet 
would handle the same load with a good 
deal less effort — and gas. Mike figured 
that the swap would up his mileage by 
50 percent and to date, that’s just about 
right — he’s getting 15-16 mpg with no 
difficulty. 

Installing the 455 isn’t as great a 
problem as it might seem at first glance. 
The engine compartment is large 
enough to hold it with ample clearance 
all the way around, and the only serious 
modifications required involved the 
motor and trans mounts. Using the 
Buick Turbo 400 meant a good deal of 
work in adapting the trans mount, but 
the long extension housing used by Pon- 
tiac has the same trans mount bolt 


LEFT—Frame rail was redrilled to accept 
new mounts. Crossmember will be drilled 
after shimming is added. BELOW—Mike 
Goldman makes final adjustments on the 
Buick 455 and Turbo 400 that will replace 
his 283 and Powerglide. 





pattern as the Chevy. This reduces the 
problem to one of unbolting the 
crossmember holding the trans mount 
and moving it back on the frame about 
six inches. 

So Mike swapped the Buick extension 
housing for a Pontiac and faced another 
problem as a result. Changing extension 
housings means changing yokes, and as 
the Pontiac yoke’s U-joint is larger than 
the one fitted to the Chevy driveshaft, a 
bit of welding and splicing was in order. 
But Ed Dool came up with a neat solu- 
tion in the form of a GM yoke #2528NF. 
This was originally used to hook a Turbo 
400 to a 6-cylinder Chevy engine, and 
works perfectly with the Pontiac while 
connecting directly to the Chevrolet 
driveshaft U-joint — a perfect hook-up 
with no modification required! With a 
little thinking and some expert advice, 
Mike had reduced his problems to one of 
modifying the motor mounts. Before 
leaving the salvage yard, he picked up a 
power brake unit, power steering box 
and a pump from a ’69 Buick Skylark. 
Now all he had to do was make the 
swap. 

The 455 had another virtue as' a 
replacement engine — its fuel line and 
radiator connections were on the same 
side as the 283 and the stock Chevy wir- 
ing harness could be changed over with 
no difficulty. No rerouting of the fuel 
line was required and no modifications 
to the radiator, which had sufficient 
capacity to handle the larger engine. 
Mike’s problems getting ready for drop- 
in were minima] and involved only two 
things — chopping off a part of the alter- 
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nator bracket which held an air con- 
ditioner pump on the original Buick in- 
stallation, and changing over the oil 
pressure switch from the electric one 
used by Buick to one that would work 
his gauge. 

Pulling out the 283 and Powerglide, 
Mike dropped in the 455 and Turbo 400 
for a preliminary fit. At first, it appeared 
that he would be able to modify the ex- 
isting mounts to the Buick, but after 
reworking them, he discovered that the 
difference in block angle was sufficient 
to raise the front of the engine far too 
much for proper alignment. Heading 
back to the drawing board with a four- 
inch sheet of 3/16-inch steel plate and a 
length of 3/8-inch ID pipe, Mike came 
up with a pair of suitable mounts some 
five hours later. Fitting them in place, 
he drilled new frame holes and with 
minor shimming, was able to level the 
engine to its correct angle. The rear 
crossmember with trans mount was un- 
bolted and moved back as required, then 
new holes drilled in the frame and the 
crossmember bolted back in place. The 
engine and transmission could not be in- 
stalled permanently. 

Replacing the stock steering box with 
the power box presented no problems 
and a cooler from a 65 Ford wagon was 
connected into the return line. Installing 
the power brake unit was almost as easy. 
As the unit is slanted to fit the firewall, a 
three-inch extension was welded to the 
pushrod hanger and the pushrod linkage 
connection on the brake pedal redrilled 
about three inches lower to accept the 
hanger. 

At this point, about all that was left to 
get the truck back on the road was to cut 
the driveshaft to length and reinstall it, 
and fabricate an exhaust system to fit. 
With this done, Mike was able to get the 
transplant started and running, and he 
couldn’t be happier with the results. 
He’s got everything that he wanted from 
a new truck for a cash outlay several 
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ABOVE—Stock trans mount bolted right 
up to Pontiac housing as expected. 
Crossmember was moved back on frame 
rail about six inches and shimmed to 
reduce drive line angle. 


RIGHT—Buick exhaust was adapted also. 
Notice how neatly Mike curved it under 
the trans pan. 








ABOVE —Stock driveshaft was shortened to fit and a baffle added behind the 
muffler to protect the brake and fuel lines from excess heat. BELOW—Mounted 
inside the frame rail, the stock Buick trans linkage was shortened and used intact. 





thousand dollars less than it would have 
cost him to swap for a ’76, and with a 
good deal more power and better gas 
mileage than the new truck would have 
given him. 

And how much cash would you have 
to spend to do the same thing? Well, 
Mike figures that with careful shopping, 
you should be able to pick up everything 
you need for $750 at the most. And with 
prices continuing to go up at the rate 
they’ve traveled the past couple of years, 
this kind of a swap is certain to become 
more and more popular with truckers. 
As for Mike, he’s so pleased with the 
results that he took the hint from one of 
our earlier stories and installed an Accel 
Breakerless Ignition Conversion Kit, 
Super Coil and wire set to give that big 





ABOVE—Throttle linkage was no problem either. Mike combined old Chevy and Buick the last word in updating. Looks 
stock Buick for a perfect fit with a minimum of modification BELOW—Accel Super like h , in the r for 
coil was added, along with an Accel BEIS conversion kit. Coil bracket attached to e won't be in market fo 


alternator bracket makes a neat looking installation. another 10 years or so. 


H P =| 





ABOVE—Stock radiator? Of course, and with plenty of room to 
spare. Hayden oil cooler was added at the bottom. 








LEFT—And why not go first class? Mike added RAC coolant overflow/return system by 
moving the washer bottle to the fenderwell. ABOVE—And there you have it — better than 
a brand new truck — power and economy in one low-cost package. 
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For vans, cars or trucks 


Mercury Tube has the 
products that move 


READERS 
RAP 





(Continued from page 10) 
(who wouldn’t). I think that your 
magazine has the right balance of all 
kinds of trucks, not just vans. Thank 
you. 





William Hunt 

Hendersonville, TN 
Ed's Note: You definitely have spent 
lots of time and money on your mini- 
truck. We'll share your rig with the 
readers to let them see what you guys in 
Tennessee are doing. 


TRIAD TRUCKER 


Finally, people in and around our area 
have got the fever for trucks. We 
planned to start a truck club back in 
November of '75. We got it started the 
first weekend in January. Now we have 
37 members and more coming at every 
meeting. We feel that it will be a big 


success. 

There has been a big demand for your 
magazine, TRUCKIN', which is in short 
supply on the magazine racks. We, the 


Mercury Tube has been a leader in performance exhaust systems for over 
20 years because we've always offered you products that are 
perfectly suited to your car, van or truck. 
For any performance vehicle, we have Quiet Power '76 mufflers, 
now improved for more performance. 

Also for vans, cars, mini pick-ups and other performance vehicles, 
Mercury Tube has Easy Rider, the all-black side pipe; Street Zoomies, 
the funny car-inspired side exhaust; and Big Richard, 
the pipe that revolutionized side pipe design. 

Add our Header Mufflers and other fine products and you'll see that when 
it comes to performance exhaust system components, 

Mercury Tube has the products that move you. Triad Truckers, like the magazine and 


would like to see more of them. 








Send $1.00 for full-col talog to: 
M Ge م‎ a cog I have enclosed a 5 x 7 glossy black & 
ite pi is a 51 Ford 
MERCURY TUBE INDUSTRI à white picture of my truck. It isa '51 
E^ $ niet Dolores Street on 776 SD truck, which I have had for 5 years. It is 
IN Los Angeles, Ca. 90065 (213) 247-8535 a Rangoo red acrylic enamel with paint 





hardener. It has a scene on the tailgate 


1 Praised by Pros Nationwide i with custom pinstriping on the outside 
' i 5 U O r and inside. Inside, the bed is painted 
Ad AE cC: black with red spider webbing. The 
' i seats, headliner, kick panels and door 
' اد‎ panels are black diamond tuck. On the 
! Striping-Lettering-Airbrush ! Ge s an z: ع‎ Mrs vean : 1 
' ' stereo tape player, Sun tach, S.W. 
d BIKES S RO DS Si VANS i gauges and CB radio. It is powered by a 
i rre tor uñeompliestad usa ` ` ' stock 350 Chevy engine and backed up 
i dig. E m || “BY VANNERS with a 350 turbo with a 392 gear behind 
i 10 Super Colors! i 23 it all. Everyone calls it “Lil Half Breed." 
| 23610 Super Colors! — | FOR VANNERS Wayne Hooker 

' For price list and more information send 50c to 1 e . 

1 Ce 5 ' Franklinville, NC 
' Paul's Brushing amer 0 P. O. BOX 4166, SAN JOSE, Ed's Notar Sounds like your clubihasigot 
Union City, canr 94587 ! CALIFORNIA 95159 it together. Keep growing and have fun 
' Gei 3 1 truchin' together. 
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ver the years, Hank Lowinger has 

owned quite a number of outasight Detailed throughout is this '69... 

machines. He was into racing at 
the drag strip so he liked the perfor- 
mance setups for the street the best. 
Some of the cars that he has built 
include a 55 Chevy gasser, a 56 Chevy 
panel gasser, a 57 Ford B/MP car. He is 
currently campaigning an AA/FA Ban- 
tam roadster. All these are drag strip 
racers. For the street, Hank had a 8 
Corvette that was an 11 second 
screamer. Also, he and the family used 
to cruise around in their '36 Ford 3- 
window. 

Hank’s latest venture into a street 
machine is his '69 El Camino. He bought 
it new in 1969 and three years ago, he 
decided to go through it. After ap- 
proximately five grand later, he had one 
cherry looking and strong running 
machine. 

The engine alone is enough to blow 
you away. It's a 427 Chevy with Isky 
cam and kit, Arias 12 to 1 pistons, and a 
complete blueprint and balance job by 
Glendale Machine and Balance. Hank 
and friend Dennis Baldi put the entire 
mill together. Dennis also took care of 
the headwork. Other accessories include 
dual Holley 850's on a Weiand tunnel 
ram manifold, Hi-Po Chevy ignition, 
and four into one Hedman Hedders. The 
horsepower goes through a modified 
turbo 400 (Art Carr converter and valve 
body), and then to a Chevy 12-bolt rear 
end with positraction. Glendale 
Machine and Balance made a trick 








driveshaft and fitted it with heavy duty 
Lakewood universals. 

When the fiberglass hood is lifted, the 
engine compartment is super detailed. 
Besides the engine accessories (from 
Discount Performance Headquarters in 
Northridge), all the hoses and lines are 
stainless steel braided with aircraft fit- 
tings throughout. These lines were 
bought from Pacific Engineering in Bur- 
bank, and installed by Hank. Another 
feature is the neat wiring, as well as a 
dual oil filter. 
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Suspension consists of heavy duty 
springs and brakes at the rear, with 
Kon: shocks keeping things stable. Disc 
brakes and Koni shocks are up front. 
Power steering makes it easy to turn 
those Pro-Trac 50's mounted on 15 x 8- 
1/2 inch rims. The rear meats are N50x- 
15 Pro-Tracs, wrapped around 13-1/2- 
inch wide Cragar wheels. 

The body was lowered all around, the 
seams filled, and a power antenna 
frenched in on the passenger side. 
Radiused wheel wells front and back, 


Charger flip gas cap, and shaved 
emblems were done by Art Fernandez 
and Hank. After the body work was 
completed, Art applied a fire engine red 
acrylic lacquer, accented with flames 
and pinstriping. 

In the cab is the performance look, 
with Stewart/Warner gauges fitted in a 
custom made dash panel, electrical 
switches, chrome roll bar, fire ex- 
tinguisher, and five point shoulder 
harnesses for both seats. By the way, the 
seats are Mustang Mach I units. All the 
interior work was done at Holz 
Upholstery. 

This Primo Camino is one super neat 
piece of machinery. The detail 
throughout is unreal, especially in the 
engine compartment. Hank hasn't 
entered it in that many shows. At the 
1974 and 1975 Los Angeles Sports Arena 
Show, hosted by the Tridents Car Club 
and Cycle World Magazine, Hank's 
truck won Best El Camino and Best 
Engine. That alone will give you an idea 
of how neat this truck really is. As usual, 
most show cars have lots of chrome 
plating; this one is no exception. All the 





plating was done at Father and Son's in 
Glendale. 

Now that this El Camino is com- 
pleted, Hank wants to get into 
something else for the street, another 
trick vehicle that’ll look outasight as 
well as perform. Wonder what that'll be. 
As soon as we find out, we'll be there to 
put it on film when it's ready for the 
road. 

He told us that a pickup truck like a 
Chevy stepside or the like would be 
something neat to build up. That way, 
he could use it as rolling advertisement 
for his business, Brown's Upholstery in^ 
Glendale. His upholstery shop deals 
mostly in home furniture so a custom 
pickup would come in very handy for 
pick-up and delivery of customer's 
chairs, couches, or whatever. 

Hank's Primo Camino has got to be 
one of the nicest ones we've seen on the 
streets. We'd like to feature more of 
these car/trucks so if any of you are 
working on one at the moment or just 
finished one, drop us a line at this 
magazine and we'll see what we can do 
to run a feature article on it. 
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They’re The Real Thing > 









by Bob Clark 


It's the real thing alright and you can be sure by the Jackman “J” stamped on the spoke. 
Jackman wheels have become so well known as the number one spoker that many 
unscrupulous dealers are selling off brands as Jackmans. Make sure yours have the J. 





n almost every line of consumer goods there are one or two 

names that stand out above the other brands. These 

names are often so well known and established that a 
majority of the consumers know that line or products only by 
the particular brand name. For example, how many of you 
ask for a Kleenex instead of a tissue? 

In the spoke wheel world, the name Jackman is much the 
same as Kleenex is to the tissue industry. Many people 
looking for a set of spoke wheels just naturally ask for a set of 
Jackmans. Not a set of steel spoke wheels or off road style 
rims, but a set of Jackmans! 

Back about 8 years ago, Harry Jackman built a few off road 
cars, including wheels, in a southern California shop known 
as Jackman Steel Products. These first few rims created such 
a demand that all of Harry’s labors were soon directed at the 
manufacturing of steel spoke wheels. Shortly after he began 
concentrating on the wheels, Harry moved his business to a 
much larger location and re-named the compound, Jackman 
Wheels. 

Since the Jackman Wheel Company began full scale 
operation, the demand for their quality wheels has forced 
them to move to larger facilities on two occasions. The 
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present Jackman Wheel Manufacturing warehouse covers 
46,000 sq. ft. with an added storage facility of 10,000 sq. ft. 

The Jackman wheel is so highly thought of in the spoke 
wheel world that many imitations are being sold as 
Jackmans. Earl White, Jackman’s right hand man, showed 
me several rims which were returned with receipts stating 
they were Jackman wheels. It was obvious from the 
workmanship that they .weren't Jackmans. Earl explained 
that this problem has become so common that Jackman now 
stamps a J into each of their wheels. If you want to be sure 
you are getting the real thing, just look for the J and check the 
quality of the weld. If your wheel has flawless welds and the J 
stamp, there is a good chance you’ve got a Jackman. 

While Jackman buys their blank rims from such notable 
sources as Firestone Electric wheel, the entire construction of 
the wheel takes place at the Jackman plant in El Cajon, 
California. 

The first step in construction is the flame cutting of the 
basic spoke pattern. Once the pattern is cut, it is de-burred 
and sent to the press. The huge 450 ton drop press stamps the 
center hole, lug holes, forms the bend, and stamps the 
Jackman “J.” Once the spokes are finished in the press, the 





ABOVE—Each and every Jackman wheel goes through several 
truing stages. Here a rim is being surfaced to insure perfectly flat 
mounting surfaces. 








$ 


ABOVE—Super neat base for those trick finishes are gained by 
running the rims through a steel shot blasting machine like the one 
pictured. Rims come out with matte like finish. 


| 
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lug holes are countersunk. The spokes are then pressed into 
the rim with an automatic alignment machine which sets the 
proper offset and alignment. The spokes are now tack welded 
into place and trued. Next they are sent through for finish 
welding and on to final truing. After truing, the rims are 
completely steel shot blasted and checked closely for im- 
perfections in workmanship. Next comes the paint and if you 
have ever tried to scratch the finish of a Jackman wheel, you 
know there is something special about the finish. The most 
outstanding feature about the Jackman finish are the colors. 
These wheels can be purchased in your choice of five 
dynamite colors. With wheels available in bright red, yellow, 
silver, blue and white, Jackman has a wheel that will 
coordinate with just about any paint scheme. These ultra 
bright finishes are applied with electrostatic powder which is 
baked on to give a hard porcelain like finish. Jackman boasts, 
this ultra trick process of finishing the wheels offers superior 
resistance to salt spray, chemical corrosion and every day on 
and off -road use. 

Although the wheels were first introduced for the off-road 
market, they have become so popular that many rodders, 
sports car buffs and anyone else looking for an attractive set 
of wheels, are picking up on these spoke rims. Another area of 
recent interest are the wheels Jackman is building for various 
motor home applications. 

Jackman has bolt patterns and sizes to fit anything from 
the “knarliest” 4x4 to the sleekest sports machine and 
everything in between. So if you're looking for that certain 
something in a set of wheels, look for Jackman. 

Further information can be obtained by contracting Earl 
White at 714-440-1014 or by writing Jackman Wheels, 1000 
N. Johnson Avenue, El Cajon, Calif. 92020. 
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CEE CALIFORNIA 


Bi 


eing President of Wildwood Vans in Santa Ana, Chuck 

Gebell had access to build a far out van. Starting with a 

"I5 Ford, he had Mike Ciegelski and Grant Garrison 
handle body mods and accessories. Features include molded 
flares, spoiler, custom roof rack, sun roof, tinted rear bubble 
windows, and fog lights. Brad McMahan did the honors with 
the spray gun, using pearl orange as a base, Accented with 
yellows, browns, murals, and alpha jewel lettering. Inside, the 
most talked about thing is the Romanesque fountain with a 
circulating water supply. All over is apricot crushed velvet on 
the headliner, walls, panels, and custom-made highbacks. 
Behind the seats are switches that control all the electrical 
components. Special features include 9-inch color TV, 
AM/FM quad system, CB radio, and interior lights. Already, 
this van has won many shows. It was driven to the Detroit 
Vantasia '76 show and won Feature Van. Turn the page for 
color on this van; the lovely model is Tanya Adams. 
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by Ron Cogan 





































entral Coast Rollin’ Rooms hosted 

their 2nd Annual “Central Coast 

Uprising” in Santa Maria, Califor- 
nia on March 19-21. Held on the 
sprawling grounds of the Santa Barbara 
County Fairgrounds, the weekend saw 
more than 1,400 vanloads of truckers 
arrive for a really high spirited and long- 
awaited happening, the first of a series 
of overnight truck-ins following a 
somewhat dormant winter. 

Gate registration went fairly 
smooth, as four rows of vans were 
being processed at the same time. In 
order to accommodate those who had 
preregistered, a special line was set up to 
allow prompt entry onto the grounds. As 
was expected, the bulk of those arriving 
for the event reached the gates late 
Friday night. 

Once the registration area was passed, 
members of the host club directed 
caravans and individuals to their cam- 
ping areas, thereby avoiding the confu- 
sion of large groups congesting the 
park’s inside roads. The most notable 
thing about the grounds was the size; 
with paved roads going this way and 
that, it was possible to cruise the truck- 
in for a good ten minutes without 
passing the same point. Needless to say, 
vanners didn’t overlook this obvious 
possibility, and vanloads of people could 
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be seen making it around the grounds all 
night long. I 
Daybreak arrived, accompanied by 
the smell of bacon, sausage, and eggs 
and the noise of the various camps 
awakening to a busy day. Games com- 
menced.at 10 a.m. sharp with the 
“decathlon,” which was handily won by 
Country Club Vans. Following this were 
the tire roll and 5-legged race, with top 
finishers being Ridge Runners and 
Salinas Valley Vans, respectively. 
Games continued throughout the day 
on Saturday, along with an impressive 
van show and a “Santa Maria style" 
barbeque. Although the barbeque cost 
was set at a seemingly expensive $3.75 
each, vanners could eat as much BBQ 
beef and fixin's as they liked and it was 
ABOVE—Friday night, many vanners 


rolled through the gate, then set up well worth the puc 8 5 
camp. Campfires kept everyone warm. Live rock music was provided in the 


fairground’s huge pavilion beginning at 
LEFT—Visalia Vans’ chuckwagon/flag 


8 p.m. Saturday night. The spirit here 
pole setup was on hand to /et everyone 
know they were in full strength. was tremendous, and vanners partied 


BELOW- T) -— and danced in traditional truckin' style 
towed M -mvent Av CERT T and had a ball. Between the dance, 
everyone to drive carefully. activity at club camps, and foot cruisin' 

















ABOVE —One activity for vanners to participate in was the tire roll. This was a lot 
of fun for both spectators and participants. 


LEFT—It’s Howdy Dudie time again. One of the vans at this event was called 
Van Dudie Express and featured Howdy Dudie theme, with dummy and all. 
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the grounds, there was plenty to keep 
everyone busy all night. 

Raffle and trophy presentation was 
held at 11 a.m. Sunday morning in the 
pavilion, with vanners packing the en- 
tire floor and giving a true indication of 
how large a crowd had really converged 
on Santa Maria this weekend. When the 
final count was tallied, the official 
truck-in figure was announced as being 
a whopping fourteen hundred and 
twentv-two participating vans —quite a 
crowd by California vanning standards. 

The weekend had been mellow. 
Although brisk winds and chilly 
temperatures dominated the first night 
of the happening, Saturday morning 
dawned clear, warm, and almost devoid 
of winds. There were no outbreaks of 
violence and, upon talking with several 
of the police units who were patrolling 
the grounds, it was commented that this 
was the most peaceful gathering of this 
size they had ever seen at the 
fairgrounds. Congratulations to Central 
Coast Rollin’ Rooms on a fine event! 
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ABOVE—Vans with murals like this Wild Child were all over; note plate. 


LEFT—Starting with the decathlon, club games were held throughout the day on 
Saturday. Stilt walking isn't as easy as it looks, ask the contestants. 


BELOW —Cruisin' the grounds at Santa Maria was part of the fun. Taking a short 
jaunt with people on van tops was a popular mode of transportation. 


BELOW LEFT—A fun shoe race found everyone running like mad in an attempt 
to find their shoes and return to the finish line. What a mess. 


BOTTOM—Although police officers checked out activities, they merely watched 
and didn't interfere in partying. Many thanks for local cooperation. 








Total Vans in Attendance: 1,422 


Best Club Participation: 
Most Participating Club: 
Longest Haulin’ Club: 


Longest Haulin’ Individual: 


"Bum-Trip-Hard Luck”: 


1st Place Decathlon: 
2nd Place Decathlon: 
3rd Place Decathlon: 
1st Place 5-Legged Race: 


2nd Place 5-Legged Race: 


1st Place Tug-O-War: 
2nd Place Tug-O-War: 
1st Place Shoe Race: 

2nd Place Shoe Race: 


1st Place Horse & 
Buggy Race: 

2nd Place Horse & 
Buggy Race: 

1st Place Tire Roll: 
2nd Place Tire Roll: 
1st Place Kids 
Shoe Race: 

2nd Place Kids 
Shoe Race: 

1st Place Frisbee Toss: 
Best of Show: 


Vanner's Choice: 

Best Bicentennial Theme: 
Best Engineered Van: 
Best Engineered Van: 


Best Interior, Factory: 


Best Interior, Home Made: 


Best Exterior Paint: 

The Ugliest Truck: 

Best Early Model Ford: 
Best Early Model Dodge: 
Best Early Model Chevy: 
Best Late Model Ford: 
Best Late Model Chevy: 
Best Exhibitors Display: 
Best Exhibitors 

Display Vehicle: 


Appreciation Award: 
#1 Trucker Award: 





Santa Maria style barbeque had quite a few 
takers who enjoyed some good eatin. The 
food and drink were fantastic. 


This Central Coast 
Uprising was a very 
organized event, with 
everyone having one heck 
of a time. If you weren't 
entering any games or 
contests, you could just 
roam around the grounds 
and see what other 
vanners were doing to 
their vans. How about a 
Nite Cap to cover your van 
so you can go to sleep. 
That's what Brian Holmes 
of NAVO did with this 
Chevy. Front end got hit so 
a new one is in the works. 








Channel Islands Vans 
Family of Vans 

Tucson Vans 

John Patete, Pensacola, 
Florida, Dixie Vans 
Russ & Kathy Stevenson, 
Capitol City Vanners 
Country Club Vans 

Cal Street Vans 

Seasons Vans 

Salinas Valley Vans 
Santa Cruz Vans 

Big Valley Vans 

Nor Cal Vans 

Gene Wever-Liberty Vans 
Tony Hernandez- 
Family of Vans 


































































































Lupe & Nancy Flore 








Robert & Jerry Lamb 
Ridgerunners 

Freedom Vans-So. Cal 
Cristina Hernandez- 
Family of Vans 

Robert Ramirez- 
Family of Vans 

Mike Shippens 

Dave Schaub-Nor Cal- 
73 Dodge 

Craig Kimble-Ridge- 
runners-Dodge 

Bob Henderson- 
Freedon Vans Phoenix 
Nat Thomas-Nor Cal 
-Late Dodge 

Chris White- 

Vans LTD-Ford 

Harold Walton-Bay 
City Vans-74 Dodge 
Carol Opp-Visalia Vans 
-74 Ford 

Dave Schaub-Nor Cal 
-73 Dodge 

Bill Hodges-Civ 

-Early Ford 

Randy Queen-P’ville 
-Ra Vans-65 Ford 

Flip Morton-Nor Cal 
-68 Dodge 

Artie Rakestraw-So. Bay 
-65 Chevy 

Carol Opp-Visalia Vans 
-74 Ford 
Kakawana-Van Masters 
-72 Chevy 

Spanky Jake-Wild Bunch 
-Sweets 'N Treats 


















































































































































John Chase 
NAVO & lvas Berzins 
Mike McKain- 

Tucson Vans 
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HOME in Your 
Š SPARE TIME! 
We Teach You Everything 
You Need to Know to 


١ CUSTOMIZE 
VANS, CARS, 
BUGGIES, CYCLES 



















PIN-STRIPING 
PORT HOLES 
FUNKY LETTERING 
MOON ROOFS 
SCOOPS 
SIDE-PIPES 
SPOILERS 
CARPETING 
UPHOLSTERY 
PANELLING 
HIGH-BACKS 
BUILT-INS 
DRAPES 
FLARES 
ETC. 


To S 1 
ASAIN Vid 
Customizing | š 









Van. Truck, || For the first time! A Home-Study 
ors |} 9 
Si dch Plan that puts it all together! 







No special talent needed, 
because we teach you the professional 
secrets, short-cuts and easy ways to handle 
air-brushing, decals, screen-prints, striping, 
murals, upholstering, carpeting, metal- 
work, woodwork, etc. 

NOT A "BOOK"! This is a “do-it-yourself,” home 


study plan that teaches you step-by-step. You are 
guided all the way by our experienced counsellors. 


TOOLS & SUPPLIES INCLUDED! Not theory — 
but real learning through practice! You get tools 
and supplies like air-brush, decals, brushes, and 
upholstery tools. Nothing else to buy! Yours 

to use in your course — and keep! 


BE THE FIRST TO 
GET STARTED... 
WRITE TODAY! 


Get Free Color 
Brochure filled with 
facts how to start 
your Customizing 
Career. No cost, no ٠ 
obligation, no sales- 
man will call. 







Careers Through Home Study 
I CUSTOMIZING CENTER Dept-JY-O66 - 
I 4401 Birch St., Newport Beach, CA 92663 


I I'm interested. TELL ME MORE! But, remember — I 














i no cost, no obligation, no salesmen! I 
I Name Age ' 
I Address d 
I City I 
I i I 
State Zi 
=== 
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so he had Al Gaudenti install... 


n our very first issue of TRUCKIN’, 

we did a spread on the 2nd Annual 

West Coast Van Nationals in King 
City. Well, if any of you remember that 
event, you for sure remember one of the 
most unique vans there. It was a Dodge 
long van with many body modifications, 
that belonged to Joe Alphabet of 
Alphabet’s Custom West in Gardena, 
California. Ever wonder what became of 
that van? At King City, it was in primer. 
Would you believe it never got finished. 


Apparently, Joe wanted to change the 
body mods, so he took the van to a 
couple of shops. By this time, the body 
was wasted. So Joe let it sit for a long 
time. He decided to redo the van entire- 
ly but this time, he would start with the 
suspension and wheels and tires, before 
tackling any more body changes. Joe 
called us the other day and told us where 
the van was and what was happening to 
it. Would you believe four rear wheels? 
Yep, Joe gave the van to Al Gaudenti of 
Al’s Thomas Safety Service, 777 
Hamilton St., Costa Mesa, California 
92627. Here, Al built a tandem axle 
setup for Joe’s van. 


At first, Joe wanted to use the existing 
rear axle and another tag axle with two 
sets of leaf springs. Al wasn’t quite for 
the idea but if that was what Joe 
wanted, that was what Al built. The van 
was raised up on a floor lift and Al went 
to work. He removed the differential and 
leaf springs, and cleared the frame of 
any obstacles. Also, the gas tank had to 
be removed to make room for the tag 
axle. Once this was accomplished, a 
special “Z” bar was made to fit over the 
frame. This bar would act as the moun- 
ting piece for spring hangers, as well as 
reinforce the frame. 


The tag axle was built to match that 
of the drive axle width. To do this, Al 
made a jig out of channel iron, laid out 
the wheels, and measured the distance 
between the spindles. Two pieces of 
chrome-moly tubing (one inside 
another) with spindles and brake hubs, 
made up the tag axle. The pieces were 
welded together, followed by making 
shackles, and spring assemblies. With 





Joe Alphabet wanted something different for his Dodge, 


ANDEM 


these components made, Al installed 
them to the Z bar. Before road testing 
the new tandem setup though, the 
driveshaft had to be shortened, and 
brake line had to be rerouted to all four 
rear wheels. After all this work, Al took 
the van on the street, only to find a big 
problem. Under acceleration, the spring 
shackles would invert; the same thing 
happened when going up driveways or 
over bumps too. This would cause the 
front set of wheels to lift off the ground 
and spin freely — no traction. 

Back at the drawing board, Al wanted 
to come up with something that would 
look trick, as well as function, too. So he 
modified the existing tandem axle 
setup. Instead of using the two sets of 
leaf springs, he used one for each side, 
with a walking beam hinged at the 
center. It’s like a modified copy of a 
truck walking beam setup. But there 
would be no strut rods; this allows the 
axles to work without the tendency of 
binding or breaking. 

Both axles were fitted to the walking 
beam so they could “float.” Specially 
made tabs were welded to the axles so 
they could pivot on each end of the 
walking beam. Shocks were mounted to 
both ends of the beam for stabilization. 
At the rears were regular shocks, but up 
front, Al wants to use KYB gas filled 
shocks from Amber Engineering. With 
the KYB’s up front, there would always 
be pressure pushing towards the ground. 
Therefore, the front set of wheels would 
always have traction. 

To slow down the action of the 
floating axles, four more shocks are 
required. All that’s left to do are the 
parking brake cables, and find a good 
location for another gas tank. At the 
time of these photos, the unit was still in 
the prototype stages. However, the van 
was driveable and the walking beam 
setup worked like a champ. A few welds 
here and there, and some refinements 
later, this unit will definitely blow some 
minds. Check out the photos of the van 
on the street, it’s very impressive. If 
anybody wants to know more about this 
trick setup, call Al Gaudenti at (714) 
548-0246. 








by Robert K. Smith 





With this new tandem axle setup, there is going to be a 
lot of reaction from people on the street. At left is a good 
shot of alphabet's van with setup. Above, Al Gaudenti 
explains to Joe how the system works. After test ride, 
Joe was impressed; he can't wait to finish van. 





BELOW—A close-up look at the suspension reveals single leaf spring, which 
is mounted to center of walking beam. Tag axle is made up of two pieces of 
chrome moly tubing, using spindles and brake drum assemblies from a car. 
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ABOVE—Here’'s a better view of walking beam setup. 
Front shock is heavy duty but will be replaced with KYB 
gas filled unit. Note shock mount on axle. 


To house the tandem wheels, a trailer type fender will probably be utilized in the 
body. It might not look like anything trick at the moment, but we're sure the finished 
van will blow some minds. Above is Al taking Joe for a ride to show him how neat 
the walking beam setup is. As you can see, it works like a champ. 
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Working at a body shop, brothers Bill 
Tyson and Joe Ford got together to 
build a custom pickup. They got hold of 
a 1962 Chevy half ton Fleetside and 
started their venture. After three years 
of hard work and many coins, the Black 
Knight was finished. Under the hood is a 
“73 2286 350 engine, equipped with dual 
Holley 650 carbs atop Offenhauser 
manifold, Mallory dual point ignition, 
and Hooker headers and side pipes. 
Transmission is a 400 turbo, and the 
rear end is a 12-bolt Chevy with 4.11 
gears. Wheels are Tru-Spoke wires and 
tires are Daytona Sport 60's. After Bill 
and Joe did all the body work, they went 
to Jack Dooney for a trick paint job. As 
you can see from the photos, Jack 
knows his stuff; check out hand painted 
murals on the sides, dragon on the 
hood, all over a lacquer paint job. Joe 
and Bill-took care of the interior. 
Features are gold crushed velvet, black 
leather, stereo system, tilt steering, 
digital clock. 


TRUCKIN/JULY 1976 





This cherry ‘56 big window belongs to Joe Eddy of 
Rosemead. Truck was built to match his panel. 


photography: Pat Ganahl 





ABOVE LEFT—Under the 

hood of each pickup, the in- , 
spection team checked out 

fuel lines, brake lines, motor 

mounts, and electrical wiring. 


m RS NON x H a LE ur ~ | ABOVE-After safety inspec- ' 
w... ef e. a ET d Soy ting all over the truck, the 

owner of the F-100 and an 

inspector took a test drive to 

check handling, and made 

sure the brakes worked. 


` 


جه 


LEFT—For this one day event, 
some nice looking F-100's 
made the scene. For the most 
part, all the truck bodies 
weren't too radically 
customized. 
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t's a good idea to safety check your 

vehicle annually. Not looking for 

chips in the paint or rips in the 
interior, but a good safety inspection. 
We witnessed a San Gabriel chapter of 
Pickups Limited having their second 
annual safety inspection. It was kinda 
like a one day outing, where you brought 
the family to enjoy the park, as well as 
have your truck gone over. So this club 
met at El Dorado Park in Long Beach 
and did their thing. Also invited were 
other clubs who wanted the San Gabriel 
team to check out their vehicles. 

The safety inspection itself was pretty 
basic. The major part consisted of 
checking out the suspension front and 
rear, brakes, steering, and proper moun- 
ting of drivetrain if there were any 
engine-swaps. If your brakes were thin, a 
warning was given to the pickup owner, 
who was supposed to remedy the situa- 
tion in a few days. Other things which 
were inspected were windows (for 
cracks), horn, directional signals, the 
head and taillights, as well as electrical 
wiring. The inspectors also made sure 
you had a jack and lug wrench in case 
you had a flat. As far as tires go, lots of 
tread gave a good standing, and a spare 
was a must. At the dash, all the in- 
strumentation was supposed to be in 
order. 

The last phase of the safety inspection 
was a road test. This is where handling 


RIGHT—Many of the F-100's 
feature simplicity. This fine 55 is 
a good example with clean body 
and paint, custom mag wheels 
and wide tires. 


BELOW — Not all the pickup owners 
go for the custom street look. This 
'56 was built for camping and going 
off the pavement. Truck belongs to 
Bill and Sue Trunnell, Pickups 
Limited, San Gabriel chapter. 


was checked out. The owner would drive 
the truck around the park with one 
inspector from the club along for the 
ride. When you returned you either 
passed or didn't. If you were on the bad 
guy list, you had to fix whatever was 
unsafe in a certain period of time, or you 
became an ex-member of the club. 
Also going on at the same park during 
this inspection was another one. This 
was put on by the NSRA and involved 
street rods, pickups, Nomads, and 


whatever else showed up. So as you can 
see, safety is being stressed by clubs like 
the Pickups Limited, and also by a 
national organization like the NSRA. If 
you are in a club or an independent, why 
not have your van or truck safety in- 
spected. It's worth it. 





Larry Wallace had his F-100 inspected all 
over and under. Here, the team checks out 
brakes, bearings, steering, etc. 




























Besides the pickup club safety inspection, there was another 
one held by the NSRA at the other end of the park. Rick 
Shook, Orange County chapter of Pickups Limited, got his 
tan and flamed F-100 gone through by the NSRA team. 


TRUCKIN/JULY 1976 49 





few months ago, a few members 
of a van club, Expressed Vans of 
Orange County, got together 
because they wanted to put on a 
happening or something. Well, they said 
happenings are almost always the same 
across the country. So they wanted to 
host something that was a little 
different. How about a caravan? Not 
Just a club caravan for the weekend but 
a biggie. So they got things rolling with 
flyers advertising this great caravan. It 
was set for March 20th at nine in the 
morning. 

They got hold of the people at Orange 
County International Raceway to see if 
the vanners could camp overnight the 
Friday before. Sure enough, the green 
light was given, so the members of 
Expressed started organizing things. 
They got three different bands to play 
live sounds Friday night, and everyone 
could get up to the stage and enjoy or 
Just go from camp to camp and party. 

Saturday morning, the sun was up 
early, and the day looked good for a nice 
caravan. At about 8:30, Expressed Vans 
members started rounding up vans for 
the lineup. Since Our Gang Vans won 
Club Participation, they would be the 
lead club. In front of them were the lead 
van, a customized Dodge for the Army, 
with our Truckin’ Magazine Chevy right 
behind. The vans were driven up to the 
raceway entrance, and everyone else just 
lined their vans along the road. 

A little after nine, the word was given 
over the CB to start rolling. So we just 
followed the Army van onto the Santa 
Ana Freeway and headed for Los 
Angeles. We traveled around 40 mph for 
a while so everyone in the caravan could 
catch up and form a nice string of vans 
on the freeway. 
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Whether getting ready to pull out 
(above), on the freeway (right), or 
nearing the Great Western, long line of 
280 vans was very impressive. Local 
KNBC news helicopter stayed with 
caravan from start at OCIR, to end. 


Around twenty miles later, a CHP 
pulled along side the lead van and 
motioned to speed it up because of the 
congestion at the end of the caravan. So 
we moved up to 50. Just as we did this, 
the impressive line of 280 vans started 
breaking apart. Oh well, the people from 
KNBC, a local television station, got a 
lot of good shots from the air from their 
helicopter. These people just stayed 
with us all along the route until we 
reached our destination. 

Since the Vantastic '76 Show was 
going on during the same weekend as the 
caravan, the members of Expressed 
Vans worked it so we could pull into the 
Great Western Exhibit Center before 
the show was open to the public. This 
gave us time to park all the vans, rap to 
fellow vanners, and then head to the 
show. 

Well, there was one problem. The lead 
van got off the freeway at the correct off- 
ramp, Washington Blvd., but instead of 
turning right to get onto Washington, 


the Hustler is trick. 





There were quite 
a few sharp 

looking rigs. This 
super sano Ford 
is a premium ex- 
ample. Inside and out, 
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the driver went left on Telegraph. He 
280 vans on the freeway could have turned left onto Eastern, 
in one line which goes right in front of the Great 
is impressive. Western, but he went straight. Needless 
5 to say, the 280 van convoy went through 
by Robert K. Smith the streets of Los Angeles. All the police 
cars were waiting for the caravan at the 
Washington Blvd. entrance and the of- 
ficers were wondering why we were late. 
Finally, the police radio picked up the 
convoy at Olympic and Gage. All the 
vanners were lost and needed to be 
redirected to the Great Western. About 
an hour later, short caravans poured 
into the parking lot. Even though the 
majority of the caravan got lost, it was 
fun, and the people on the streets just 
totally freaked. So did the cops. 

Well, that was one caravan to 
remember. 280 vans on the freeway for 
forty miles isn’t really too shabby. Ex- 
pressed wants to do it again next year 
and hope to have way more than this 
first attempt. In fact, they want to see 
about getting this caravan in the 
Guiness Book of Records. You know 
what that means; clubs across the coun- 
try will probably try the same thing to 
set a record. It’ll be interesting to see 
how many caravans will happen in the 
future. If anyone is planning something 
like this, please let us know. 








LEFT—TRUCKIN’ 
Magazine's long Chevy 
van was also in this neat 
caravan. We trucked for 
awhile, then jammed 
ahead so we could catch 
an off-ramp, and take 
flicks. 


BELOW—Because Our Gang Vans won Club 
Participation Friday night, they were the lead club 
for the caravan. 


Lead van for this convoy was a 
customized Dodge that belongs 
to the Army. Overall theme is 
bicentennial, with reds, whites, 
and blues all over. 
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: A first-time van 2 
and truck show at the mam Aiii aB m =: 
Great Western Exhibit Center : : ce qü 








by Robert K. Smith : 


t the Great Western Exhibit 

Center in Los Angeles, a custom 

van and truck show happened 
March 19-21. Under the supervision of 
Buzz Sawyer, head honcho of Inter- 
national Promotions Corporation, the 
show attracted quite a few exhibitors as 
well as spectators. There were vans, 
4x4's, mini-trucks, and manufacturer 
booths throughout the Center. : ; 

A handful of custom show type vans > : = 
and trucks were on hand, with the : 
majority of the entries consisting of 
dealer vehicles. Ideas could be had by 
just walking through the show and i 
checking out the paint jobs, interiors, = 1 $ mis E e 
SUSPENSION mods, oh what have you: This '73 Dodge "Sundance" looked really good. Imaginary Glass, Stull grille, HI dash, 
For Buzz, this was his first custom and paint by owner Gibby Sadler are neat. Interior is also trick. 

van and truck show ever produced. He 
got hold of numerous manufacturers to 
display their specific items, called on a 
few clubs, and was also able to get a few 
independent truckers. Hopefully, his 
next show won't conflict with other van 
and truck functions in the area. 
Nowadays though, it's kinda hard not to 
conflict with another van or truck show 
or happening or something. Many of the 
vanners already had plans for the Santa 
Maria Central Coast Uprising so quite a 
few trick vans weren't able to be in this 
Vantastic "76 Show. We've included 
some of the premium entries which 
made it Huc year. Next year, Buzz wants 
to have more custom vans and trucks. 
We'll be waiting! for that one. 
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Unique Gladiator Ford attracted many spectators; display was pretty neat too. Check 

pull-out patio, etched glass, extended front end, and more. Vans below are Chariot of 
the Gods Dodge from Nitty Gritty Dirt Vans of Las Vegas, and Anaheim Recreational 
Industries” decked out Dodge. Note Centerline wheels, rear top spoiler. 
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RIGHT—This freshly done 
"Smokin' Joe” Datsun had 
the go-fast look with injec- 
tor tubes, and parachute. 
Owner is Joe Sarracino, 
Fontana. 
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ABOVE—For all you 4x4 
enthusiasts, here's a Luv con- 
verted by South Bay 4 Wheel 
Drive. Truck is owned by Baker 
Chevrolet. 


LEET — A4 around the show, 
there were dealer displays. For 
tires and wheels, Bethune Tire 
Company had 'em all. 


RIGHT—How about a 
customized Volkswagen? This 
red, white, and blue bus is from 
the House of Stewart. Note 
length. 















LEFT—This Old Glory Dodge 
has been around for some 
time and it still looks right-on. 
Owner Jerry Wesseling just 
had the paint redone — red 
pearl over the base colors, 
and added Tru-Spokes with B. 
F. Goodrich Radial T/A's. 
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/t took Larry and friends about three years to complete Sugar 
Bear, a 1956 Ford Custom Cab pickup. Larry bought the truck 
for $800, then unloaded more money on the project. Instead of 
keeping the tired engine and trans, a 425 Olds with automatic 
was installed. The engine compartment was painted and lots of 
chrome accessories added for detail. A custom quick-change 
chromed cover accents rear end. Rollers are Cragar mags up 
front, chrome reversed in back, with Douglas 60 series tires all 
around. Gabriel Striders are used at all fours too. Special body 
features include hydraulic tilt hood, chromed tailgate, tonneau 
cover, and a super paint job. Ed Mancini of Kolor Me Kustom in 
Anaheim applied the Phantom Aqua Blue base in acrylic 
enamel. The gold -leaf flames, lettering, and striping were done 
at Ed's Art in Fullerton. Interior wise, everything is done in blue 
crushed velvet, with chrome all over, redone Lincoln seats, 
custom steering wheel. Larry is a member of Pickups Limited, 
Burbank Chapter, and enjoys club functions, shows, or just out 
truckin’. 
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Paint stripping andrust removal... 


EDI-ST RIP 


here’s one distinct advantage late 

model’ truckin’ enthusiasts have 

over those who get their kicks 
tearing into an older hauler. They don’t 
have to contend with rust. If you have a 
machine that is more than 15 years old, 
you know what rust 15 . . . and the 
builder of a battered bus can’t talk 
about it in mixed company. 

Rust has turned more projects into 
rejects than unsympathetic wives. 
Sometimes it takes real courage to even 
contemplate a vintage truck rebuild 
when the degree of rust is fully known. 
But if you’ve decided that a 1912 Metz 
Delivery or a 1956 Big Window is your 
sweet potato, then you know you've got 
to start collecting a substantial amount 
of paint and rust eradication parapher- 
nalia — removers, muriatic acid, 
solvents, wire brushes and wheels, 
scrapers, open and closed coat discs and 
sandpaper, goggles, gloves, dust masks, 
and so on. 

Forget it, you say? Sandblast that 
monkey? Well, that's just fine . . . for 
frames, axles and other solid chunks of 
steel. But the tender panels of a hard-to- 
find back door, or thin, wispy front 
fenders? No way! Unless you are very 
fortunate and go to a well experienced 
and conscientious shop, a visit to the 
blaster can be a disaster. 

Okay, hold on guys. If you've got a 
rusty old truck that's still worth a few 
bucks, there's a solution to your dilem- 
ma: Alkaline Electrolytic Immersion. 
Sound kinda way out? It is. But man, 
does it ever work. 

'The original Redi-Strip company was 
founded more than twenty years ago by 
a pair of Southern Californians original- 
ly interested in chemical paint strip- 
ping. But during their experimentation 
they came across a new and unique 
method of removing rust. Not the 
traditional acid bath or “pickling.” 
That’s bad news, acid induces hydrogen 
embrittlement, a highly undesirable 
state. 

When you walk into the Redi-Strip 
building, the first thing you notice is the 
faint aroma of carburetor cleaner. Then 
you see several huge rectangular tanks, a 
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PROCESS 


by Frank Oddo 





ABOVE—Nothing daunts the crew down at Redi-Strip. Terry Berzeyne and | towed in a rather 
tired old ‘41 Ford Double Door Panel truck that was slowly rusting away. 


BELOW—Bob and Paul Deringer merely brought out their trusty fork lift and some chains, 
cinched the body up and lifted it gently off the frame. It's all in a day's work at R-S. 
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BELOW—Experienced personnel at Redi-Strip have derusted everything 
imaginable, from cast iron coffins to the thrust chambers on the Apollo 
11. Our panel truck hardly taxed their capacity. All glass and most of the 
wood was previously removed to permit derusting solution seepage into 
every nook and cranny of the thirty-five year old body. 


Redi-Strip facilities are located 
as follows: : 
California Home Office 
2528 Merced Ave. . 

South El Monte, CA 91733 
Redi-Strip Hawaii 

91-291 Kalaeoa Blvd. 

Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706 
Redi-Strip Illinois 

1732 Armitage Court 
Addison, Illinois 60101 
Redi-Strip of Virginia 

13841 Redskin Drive 
Herndon, Virginia 22070 
Redi-Strip of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
(Opening Summer, 1976). 


few big enough to accept a Mack trailer. 
As you observe the operation, and ask a 
few questions, you'll learn that some 
tanks contain an electrolytic alkaline 
solution for removing paint, and others 
contain a solution for removing rust. 
Bob and Paul Deringer, owners and 
operators of the SoCal plant are more 
than willing to answer all of your 
questions — up to a point. Sorry guys, 
no specific formulae are released. After 
all, where's the fun (or profit) in giving 
away trade secrets. 

Giant generators mounted near each 
tank drive d.c. electricity through the 
heated (140? to 160?) solution during the 
paint stripping or derusting operation. 
The process is not unlike common elec- 
troplating, only the result is just the 
opposite. The immersed article acts as 
the cathode (the negative electrode) and 
rust molecules are released from it to 
bubble up to the surface of the solution. 
Hot tanking or caustic soda baths have 





ABOVE—The first stage of the derusting process is a thorough 
soak in the huge caustic tank. Here, all paint, grease, undercoating, 
etc., is removed. The body is immersed right side up, then upside 
down, and then over on each side. [n this way, the caustic (and 
later the derusting solution) can permeate every square inch of 
sheet metal. When it comes out, it is clean, man. Obviously, big 
Jobs like our truck body take up a lot of space and time. For that 
reason, about four weeks lead time is required. 


uu ded rU 


1 





E sie 
been used in industry for a number of 
years, but the modification of this strip- 
ping standby to remove rust is unique to 
the Deringer operation. 

The Redi-Strip process removes all 
coatings including epoxy. In fact, the 
Deringers state that anything applied to 
a metal surface can be removed at Redi- 
Strip. And yet, the process is amazingly 
selective — only the desirable elements 
are removed. Rust, grease, dirt, paint 
and undercoating dissolve, but the 
metal is left unharmed. No etching, 
embrittlement or warpage; no change in 
the tolerances of even the most precise 
devices. Just bright, shining and clean 
raw steel. 

The process does not affect dissimilar 
metals. The tanks are thermostatically 
controlled for bimetallic items. 
Temperature and formula are adjusted 
to meet the specific stripping problems 
of the part. 

Redi-Strip can salvage aluminum, 





brass, copper, cast iron, steel, wood and 
glass, yet it does not harm organic 
components (rubber, plastic, etc.). 
However, it may loosen the laminating 
plastic in window glass. Therefore, it is 
best to remove the windshield and win- 
dows from your doors and cab. But it is 
not necessary to remove solid wood. The 
only problem is the slightly raised grain. 
Plywood pieces, however, should be 
taken out of the truck as the glue will 
dissolve. 

Let me backtrack a minute to make 
sure you understand that we are talking 
about two independent processes — 
paint removal and derusting. A non- 
rusted item can be stripped of paint 
without being placed in the derusting 
tank, or, if there is oxidation on a part, 
(but you wish to save good paint or other 
coatings) it can be stripped without 
damage to the finish. Pretty slick, huh? 

In the normal sequence of events, 
paint stripping is first operation. When 
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BELOW— When an item comes from the deruster, it is totally free of all 

oxidation and covered with a thin, white protective coating. As long as 
this coating remains dry it will prevent any new oxidation from forming on 
the bare metal. But let it get wet, especially on a hot, humid day, and you 


can bet on instant rust. 





a relatively big item (like a panel truck 
body) is processed, four separate 
positionings may be necessary. If the 
item is longer or taller than the tank, the 
lower front portion is immersed. Then in 
a day or so, depending on the extent of 
rusting, the fulcrum is shifted and the 
lower rear portion submerged. Then, the 
piece is turned upside down and those 
fore and aft sections dunked. This 
eliminates any air pockets that may 
have been trapped in interior com- 
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partments during the first two 
positionings. 

When the part comes from the paint 
stripper, it is flushed with water and 
transfered to the deruster. The same 
tipping and flip-flopping routine rids the 
item of every molecule of rust that the 
liquid can reach. The only exceptions 
are those areas that are tightly riveted or 
bolted together, but usually rust has not 
attacked air tight matings anyway. 

When the piece is removed from the 


LEFT—Paul (left) and Bob Deringer have run Southern Califor- 
nia's Redi-Strip for many years, and maintain tight security over 
the super secret formulae used in the unique alkaline derusting 
process. If you get too nosey, they just might get violent! 
BELOW—We had brought the chassis in earlier, here Gaspar is 
removing it from the derusting tank. 





ABOVE —In addition to the standard paint striping and 

derusting service, the Redi-Strip plants will also wash the 
protective coating off your parts if you are going to paint 
them (or at least primer them) within the next few hours. 


derusting tank and allowed to air dry, a 
white residue forms and acts as a surface 
rust inhibitor. As long as the article is 
kept dry, the film will not break down 
and parts can be kept in this preserved 
state indefinitely. Condensation will not 
form under the residue, but moisture 
from external sources will loosen the 
preservative, so parts must be kept 
absolutely dry. 

The preservative must be carefully 
and completely washed off before pain- 
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ting the piece. But this is the only true 
precaution in the R-S process. Careless 
cleaning won’t fully remove the preser- 
vative and fresh paint won’t stick to the 
surface. Metal prepping is always good 
insurance for maximum paint adhesion. 

The Redi-Strip plants, however, do 
offer an extra added attraction for their 
customers. (At an added price, of 


course.) This is a phosphorous prepara- 
tion that means you can take the part 
home and immediately paint it with no 
further ado. It saves the washing and 
prepping. But you must primer and 
paint the items within a couple of days. 





ABOVE—They can, too, (for about 25% more) phosphate coat the bare 
metal. RIGHT—There is absolutely no way a backyard builder of early 
trucks can duplicate the thoroughness with which these doors have been 
stripped of all paint and rust... both inside and out. The average cost of a 
pair of doors is 25 to 30 bucks. Cheap, when you consider the time saved. 





The addresses of the Redi-Strip plants 
are listed at the end of this article, but 
don't be disappointed if you live too far 
from one. Do what the street rodders do, 
get together with a couple of friends in 
similar circumstances, work out an 
equitable package, and ship the whole 
pile to R-S. Freight rates are very 
reasonable and besides that, you get a 
better price break when you care enough 
to send a bunch. 

When bringing in entire bodies, as we 
did with our '41 panel truck, you should 
make an appointment. Obviously the 
work involved and the space re- 





quirements make planning ahead im- 
perative for both you and Redi-Strip. 
The process itself does not require a 
great deal of time to complete, but 
generally three to four weeks are 
necessary. Check with the plant 
manager if you are in a rush. 

If we sound impressed by the Redi- 
Strip operation, it's simply because we 
are. We've been bringing bodies and 
parts into the California plant for a 
number of years now, and we swear by 
it. If you're faced with rust or paint 
removal, we'll guarangee you can't go 
wrong with Redi-Strip. 








LEFT—When you are ready to primer and guide coat your fenders, etc., prior to 
metal work, be sure and wash them down good with plenty of hot soap and 
water. RIGHT—lImmediately following this, metal prep and paint. Follow the 
directions on your particular brand of metal etch. But don't forget, primer alone 
is not a rust preventative, it is porous. Apply paint. 
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CONTROL...S 


The easiest way to get maxi- 
mum transmission perform- 
ance. More efficient shifts 
utilize engine torque better 
. . . improving gas mileage 
and everyday driveability. 
Less slippage means less 
heat and prolonged trans- 
mission life. A real must for 
heavy duty vehicles and 
heavy duty drivers. 


TransGO’s special shift command 
allows you to stay in low or sec- 
ond as long as you want and shift 
back to low or second at any 
speed by simply moving the lever. 











Off-Roaders and Motorhome own- 
ers who travel mountainous terrain 
call it the “Life Saver", realizing 
the added safety of engine brak- 
ing to keep the brakes cool for 
that tight spot. No need to panic 
on the cliff when it is just too easy 
to let TransGO Shift Command put 
you in control. 


Instant upshifts and downshifts 
at your fingertips. Automatic shift- 
ing retained in the drive position 
for your comfort. 


Before TransGO, your transmis- 


Now you give the orders. 


GIVES YOU GREZ 


sion told you where to get off. 2621 Merced’ Ave, El Monte, Ca. 91733 


Installs easily without removing transmission. 
Complete pictured instructions — no special 
tools required. 
Available for: GM Turbo Hydramatic 400, 350, 250; 
Ford C-3 (4 and 6 cyl); Torqueflite Alum. Case 
TF-3, Chrys. Prod., Amer. Motors, International; 
Ford Cruise-O-Matic C-6, C-4; Ford FM/3 or FMX 
Cast Iron; Turbo Hydramatic 425 Front Wheel Drive. 


Write today for complete catalog and 
name of nearest dealer. Kits from $39.95. 


ee‏ ا د 


(213) 283-0254 
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grille guard 


TRUCKS VANS MINI PICK-UPS 
Protects grille. lights and bumper from 
inanimate objects whilé you're out 
bashing around Baja. The PROTECTOR is 


constructed of .120 wall, 1% steel tube, 
ZINC-2 plated. and bolts directly to frame 

for real strength. No need to drill, mounts 

to existing holes. The PROTECTOR has 
brackets for two lights and optional 12 
gauge steel skid plate. Ask your dealer. or 
send $2.00 (refundable) for catalog and price 
information of Jackmans' complete line of 
off-road products. 


JACKMAN WHEELS, 4000 N. JOHNSON AVENUE, 
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA 92020 
(744) 440-1014 
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n order to find ideal conditions in 

which to test its Garnetrack retread 

product, the Oliver Tire & Rubber 
Co. had to look for the worst possible 
road conditions. And Oliver found them 
going over the Marias Pass over the 
Continental Divide in northern Mon- 
tana, west of Glacier National Park. 

Garnetrack is a retread rubber made 
by mixing small garnets through the 
tread rubber to provide traction as a 
substitute for metal studs or snow 
chains. 

Jim Ellis, driver of a 1975 Kenworth 
V-12 diesel owned by Dave Waatti, 
manager of Daley Tire Service, and 
leased to City Service, Inc., both of 
Kalispell, Montana, gave Garnetrack its i 
“do or die” tests driving to Missoula and 
Cut Bank from Kalispell. That’s tough 
country in the winter. 

Ellis reported that the Garnetrack 
retreads held to the road with no 
problems in conditions which included 
freezing fog on packed snow, patches of 
ice, water on ice, miles of thin ice sheets 
on the roadway, winds up to 40 miles per 
hour, and temperatures around freezing 
and below. 

All drive wheels of his tractor and 
trailer wheels were retreaded with Oliver 
Garnetrack. Garnetrack’s first test came 






WORST 
CONDITIONS 
ARE BEST 
TEST FOR 
OLIVER 

| GARNETRACK 
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Without chains and without metal studded 
tires, this truck, driven by Jim Ellis and 
owned by Dave Waatti, both of Kalispell, 
Montana, is able to proceed safely. The 
reason: it’s equipped with Garnetrack, a 
retread product from the Oliver Tire & Rubber 
Co. of Oakland, Ca., and Flemington, N.J., 
which replaces metal studs with tiny bits of 
garnets mixed into the tread. Ellis recently 
completed successful tests of Garnetrack, 
driving through snow, ice and freezing rain in 
the Montana winter equipped only with 
Garnetrack on his tires. 

when Ellis was about to pull out of a 
loading terminal in Missoula after 
taking on a load of petroleum. All the 
other truckers in the yard were chaining 
up. Yard conditions were so bad that 
they had to hold onto their rigs to walk 
without slipping on the ice. 

Ellis thought he would give 
Garnetrack a try, expecting that he 
would have to chain up, also. But he was 
amazed when he put the truck in gear 
and it began to pull away. 

A week later, on a run over the 5,200 
ft. elevation of Marias Pass, Ellis en- 
countered high winds, snow, freezing 
fog, long stretches of iced roads, rain and 
cold, either separately or in combination 
along the 140-mile route from Cut Bank 
to Kalispell. 

Again, several times he was prepared 
to chain up. But the Garnetrack treads 
held under all those conditions with no 





The new CYCLONE ll... 


a masterpiece in all aluminum mags! 


e SUPER STRONG — made from aero- 
space quality prime aluminum. 
€ DIAMOND LUSTRE finished — 
for the most spectacular mag 

wheel brilliance. 
@ SIZES TO FIT virtually any 
vehicle — from compacts.to 


vans. 


Western Wheel Co. 


5591 Fresca Drive 
La Palma, CA 90623 


See your dealer or send $1.00 for decal and catalog 





NEXT ISSUE OF TRUCKIN’ MAGAZINE 


AIR LIFT 
AIR SPRINGS 









Heavy Haulers! 


Apartment-like equipped vans are great for livin’ — 
but they sure can be unruly for road handling. Get 
your van back to steady handling with Air Lift Air 
Springs. They work directly with your rear suspen- 
sion and are air adjustable to your load needs. Air 
Springs help maintain clearance for big tires too! 
Any dealer can order your set — toll free by calling 
1-800 248 8703. And you can install them yourself! 


Write For Free Booklet 
















AIR LIFT 
COMPANY 

P.O. Box 12150-E 
Lansing, MI 48901 
(517) 482-1378 










ON SALE THE 29TH OF JUNE 











VAN OWNERS 
PICK-UP OWNER: 
(MINI AND 
FULL SIZE) 


om "BAJA-PROVEN" 


ARMSTRONG TIRES 


World’s most complete R.V. tire line at 

very low prices. Honest tire information 
you can trust plus 100's of things you've 
been looking for and many you've never 
seen! 


FLOTATION TIRES & WHEELS 
UNIQUE OFF-ROAD & CAMPING 
EQUIPMENT 
12 volt %“ drill 
Quartz - halogen 
driving lights 
Roof racks 

Roll bars 
Winches 

G.I. surplus 
goodies 


* Books 

© Sleeping bags 

* Push-bars 

@ Guns 

@ Fishing rods 

@ Portable 12 volt 
camp shower unit 

@ Survival equipment 


See m cz cp c> cD c> CD UD GO GO en enen enen em em en 
H Please send me your FREE 132-Page 
a Catalog! 

8 Name 


I Address 
g City 
l Zip 


SEND TODAY!—-INCLUDE ZIP CODE 


d c pew: 9201 CALIFORNIA AVE. 


0 SOUTH GATE, CA 90280 
© COPYRIGHT 1976 DICK CEPEK, INC. 
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Raider eHigh crowned arches so shiny and bright. We call 'em Raider 
because that's what they're like. A popular style that pleases most folks. 
Raider's the one with the classy five spokes. Built to be strong...that's 
easy to see. It's simply Keystone style and well-known quality. 
Hot on the street and mean for rac’n. Raider is known from L.A. to Macon. 
For rolling around gett’n your strokes. 
Beautifully chromed arches in a bright steel rim. Raider’s the wheel that 
doesn’t grow dim. Competitively light with aluminum centers, it’s easy to see 
where common sense enters. Styled with class and a little more flash, 
Raider’s the one to make your love last. 


See the finest 
custom wheels for 
cars, vans and 
trucks... Get a ; 
new Keystone Z 
catalog plus decals, 6 
only two bucks. Z 


It’s easy to see 
Keystone style and quality 












Keystone Products, Inc., 1333 So. Bon View Ave., Ontario, Calif. 91761 





Have a heart. 


Write 
Volunteer, 
Washington, D.C. 
20013. There's a 
very human need 
for whatever you 
can do. 


A Public Service ot 
4 O this Magazine & 
CH The Advertising Council 
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Volunteer. 


It'll make you 
a better human being. 
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slipping. He completed the run without 
chains. 

Ellis said that judging from his years 
of experience driving in northwestern 
Montana, Garnetrack could hold under 
any conditions except, “pulling a big 
load over a long hill in six inches of 
snow." He added that Garnetrack tires 
were no excuse for lessening caution on 
the road, however. 

He noted that at any point during the 
test run, he would have chained up 
immediately if he determined that 
chains were necessary. 

Garnetrack was developed by the 
Oliver Tire & Rubber Co. as an alter- 
native to the metal-studded tires which 
have been outlawed in many states. 
Oliver states that Garnetrack is as effec- 
tive as metal-studs with significantly 
less road wear. Garnetrack is available 
through a number of Oliver dealers and 
retreaders throughout the United 
States. 








In high winds, with snow on the ground and 
over patches of ice, driver Jim Ellis and 
owner Dave Waatti of Kalispell, Montana, are 
still able to leave their tires unchained. The 
reason: the tires have been retreaded with 
Garnetrack, a product from the Oliver Tire & 
Rubber Co., which replaces metal studs with 
tiny bits of genuine garnets mixed into the 
tread. Ellis recently successfully gave 
Garnetrack its first road test in the adverse 
conditions of the Montana winter in runs over 
the Continental Divide at Marias Pass and 
from Kalispell to Missoula. Oliver expects 
Garnetrack to become a substitute for the 
metal studs now outlawed by many states. 





“KITE” VAN WINDOW 





A new high flyer for customizers. Stays 
put because it's made to fit. Bubble for 
window is molded in Topaz grey acrylic 
to comply with DMV safety regulations. 
Other colors available on special order. 
Comes with either satin or brite finish 
frame. Available from Martin RV Prod. 
16605 E. Gale Ave., Dept. T, City of 
Industry, CA 91744. 


“SOUND CHARGER” AMPLIFIER 





Panasonic Auto Products displayed its 
innovative “Sound Charger” at the an- 
nual Automotive Parts and Accessories 
Association Show. 

Model CJ-155Z is a compact, light 
weight stereo amplifier that boosts the 
power of existing tape players or radios, 
and turns ordinary players into high 
power units. It has an output of up to 15 
watts per channel for high powered car 
stereo speakers, and is completely solid 
state for cool operation. 3-3/8” high, 1- 
5/8” wide, the “Sound Charger” can be 
installed anywhere. Suggested retail 
price: $29.95. Available: January 1976. 









CONVERSIONS 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
UPHOLSTERY PRODUCTS & 
COMPLETE CUSTOM INTERIORS 





















Come in and see 
why 50% of our 
new customers are 
referred by 
satisfied customers 


$110 Each 





DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES 
Fits: Ford, Chevy 
Dodge & 
G.M.C. Vans 
To speed delivery send money order or cashiers check Dept. TR 


215 N. State College Ave. Orange, Ca. 92668 (714) 634-2393 


Write for catalog, 


enclose $1.00 Six standard colors in 


Uniroyal Rogue super 
quality naugahyde. 


Refundable with 
purchase. 
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TRUCKER 


magazine ` magazine 





THE WORLD'S ONLY 
“ALL VAN" NEWS MAGAZINE! 


THE WORLD'S ONLY 
“ALL MINI TRUCK" MAGAZINE! 
BOTH FEATURE— INFORMATIVE FEATURE STORIES e RALLYS ° CLUBS 
e EDITORIALS e NEW PRODUCTS ٠ CALENDAR e DO IT YOURSELF TIPS 
* HAPPENINGS * VEHICLE OF THE MONTH 
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Add $4.50 per year for foreign subs 


Name 
Address 
City 








State Zip 





(Please check appropriate blank) 
| enclosed a check or money order 


VANews i Mini Trucker O) ; : 
Bill me after my subscription starts 17955 Sky Park Circle, Suite 37F ü 


(Men ` Mini Trucker | Irvine, Calif. 92714 a‏ جو 
az BUE EZ] Ee‏ 


Mail to: 
Select Promotions 
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CHOPPING'S 
MY GAME! 
DEAN’S MY 

NAME! 


We 
also do expert 
aluminum sheetmetal 
and complete chassis 
fabrication. Write 
for information on 
new Econo-Rod 4 
cylinder kit 
roadster. 


From 
Street Rods 
to Vans or trucks 
or whatever, this is 
your complete top 
chopping facility. 
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KY Tour easy ways to ers 
chis for your van, rv or pick-up! 


1 ME Get a new view with 
€ Topit witha PN 


Sun - Port | 


Pat. Pend. صم‎ SLIDING 
WINDOWS 


Our windows customize the way YOU want 
them to. Each a masterpiece of fine craft- e Customize 
manship, superior design and engineering. ede. 3 
Designs and sizes to fit YOUR needs. it with a 
Frames are rust proof aluminum in YOUR BREEZEWAY 
CHOICE of satin or brite finish . . . tight, 
waterproof, self-draining. Bubbles for win- AWNING 
dows and ports are beautifully molded in WINDOW ~ 
Topaz grey acrylic. Other colors available $ 
too. All meet DMV reg. Available at your 
dealer or write direct. 
Write today for name of nearest dealer. Super Style 

it with any 


MARTIN RV PRODUCTS one of our 
16605 E. Gale Ave.Dept.T 

Ab City of Industry, Ca. 91744 8 POPULAR 
(213) 333-5234 PORTS 


PART NO. 


(LOCTITE. 2 


SuperBonder 


Adhesive 





Sets in seconds, B, 
metals, alloys, plastics, 
vinyl, rubber 


| WARNING: EYE 
TANT BONDS BODY 
TISSUE IN SECONOS 
| READ CAUTION ON | 
| BACK PANEL. j 


NET .10 FL. OZ. (3cc) 


octite SuperBonder adhesive, now 
amat in new high-impulse 
packaging, offers service stations and 

car dealerships a versatile item for their 
own shop use and for resale to 
customers. The cyanoacrylate adhesive, 
which bonds parts in seconds, reaches 
strengths up to 5,000 psi to secure 
metals, alloys, plastic, vinyl, rubber and 








VAN ACCESSORIES 


Looking for some really neat accessories for your van, 
well rest your heels. All you have to do is send “TWO 
BUCKS” to the address below and you'll receive one 
of the most complete and up to date Van Accessory 
catalogs on the market. 


Wolfye Vans, Inc. 


P. O. Box 5024 

2990 Broadway 

Dept. 102 

Macon, Ga. 31208 
912/781-1363 

In Atlanta, Georgia call: 


ceramics. 

The SuperBonder 3cc tube features a 
new applicator tip for economical dis- 
pensing and improved control. The 
professional mechanic can rely on 
SuperBonder for fast, permanent repairs 


of loose weatherstripping, seat trim, 


404/351-4315 





for Wolfye Van “T” shirt, decal and 76 catalog. Sizes - 
S, M; L, XL 
"American currency only 











A Public Service of This Magazine [Ji 
& The Advertising Council mel 


America’s 
greatest 


self-help 
program. 
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RedCross. 
The Good 
Neighbor. 





Jackman's famous quality 
goes without saying. 

For the strongest, 

best looking 

steel spokers 


LIGHTS 


Jackman's own, New! 
High intensity off-road 
driving lights and covers 
are now available from 
Jackman. 12V round and 
rectangular. Write for 


always ask information. Primo 8 


for Jackman. 


For information on Jackman products send $2.00 for our 
new catalog. It’s loaded with tough off-road equipment 
for your car or truck. Do it now! Get ‘em on! 


grille guard 1000 No. Johnson Ave. 
Jackman's protector has been El Cajon, Ca. 92020 N 
sweeping the land! It's the new- (714) 440-1014 
est design in grille guards, and NNHEED 


it incorporates a steel skid plate 
p S 3221 Woodson Rd. 
Jackman's ''J'' and Weld. 


St. Louis, Mo. 63114 
(314) 426-0666 


for those hard rocks! Write for 
information. 





vinyl tops, metal nameplates, and 
dozens of other parts. The Loctite 
adhesive is specified by major auto 
manufacturers for reinstalling loose 
vinyl bodyside moldings and bumper 
rub strips. Cost of the tube is offset with 
its first use. 

Cyanoacrylate adhesives are also en- 
joying broad popularity for home, hobby 
and do-it-yourself repairs. Service out- 
lets can benefit from this trend by 
placing the eye-catching SuperBonder 
package in waiting rooms and product 
display areas for resale to customers. 
The ten-second adhesives are advertised 
nationally on television and radio and in 
newspapers and weekly supplements. 
Loctite SuperBonder Part No. 49411 is 
available through all automotive parts 
distributors. 
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SOLID BRASS BUCKLES 








Hand cast solid brass buckles, for 1%” or 
narrower belts with snaps, and all guaranteed 
to last a lifetime. 


$5.ea. Any 3 for $12., 6 for $18., 10 for $27. 
LEATHER BELTS 


— Hand Oil Dyed Leather Belts With Snaps — 
Available in even sizes: 26-44 
Colors: Black or Brown........ $5.ea. 


Immediate Delivery - Money Back Guarantee 


BARON BUCKLES, INC. — Dept. OF 
1325 S. Los Angeles Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 
Buckle: 

















729_ 594_ 708 
638 en 585 . 564 
649 . 595 691 
584 588 692 
Belt: Black Size 
Brown Size 





Amount Enclosed $ 


Enclosed Cash) Check or Money Order" 
(We pay postage and insurance) 





Name. 
Address 5 
City : 
State Zip 

Send $2. for our 49 page wholesale leather- 


craft catalog — FREE with $10. order. 
Dealers Inquiries Welcome 
California Residents Add 6% State Sales Tax 
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resemble Model T lines. 
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s I have pointed out previously in 

this column, one of the reasons for 

the popularity of early rigs is the 
fact that they came in just about every 
size, shape, and configuration you could 
imagine. With so many types, there is 
bound to be one that will please just 
about every type of rodder. Those of you 
with a little business sense might 
wonder, however, why in the world 
Detroit offered so many different 
varieties and body styles in their com- 
mercial lines of vehicles. 

The answer is simple: in most cases 
Detroit didn’t build the bodies. The 
auto manufacturers constructed the 
chassis and running gear, and usually 
the sheet metal from the cowl forward, 
but then farmed out the ‘‘coachwork”’ to 
independent body-building companies 
across the country (the same way that 
bodies are fitted to large commercial 
trucks and rec vehicles today). This way 
the commercial outfit ordering the 
trucks (Sears, Helms Bakeries, the Post 
Office, meat packing companies, etc.) 
could order limited quantities of 
vehicles tailored exactly to their needs. 
Obviously the smaller “delivery” types 


ABOVE—The gracefully curved delivery body was 
all hand-formed from plywood and fiberglass to 





VINTAGE RIGS 








various types of rods...big or little. 





of trucks are the most popular with 
rodders these days, but even in the “half 


» 


ton" size body configurations are as 
diverse as you can imagine. 

Since many of these body-builders 
had previously been in the wagon- 
making business before autos came 
along, several of the commercial body 
styles resembled (and in many cases 
were identical to) earlier wagon or cart 
styles. One of the most archaic was the 
“C-Cab.” An open cockpit afforded easy 
entry and exit for busy deliverymen but 
little protection from the elements, 
though covered by a neatly arching top. 
Most C-Cabs were of the panel-delivery 
style, so that the roof, after bulging 
above the cab, extended to the rear of 
the truck, and the sides were cut from 





ABOVE, LEFT—The "short" T C-cab (for flat 
beds, dump trucks, etc.) could be used for 


by Pat Ganahl 


| ickey Thompson Ures 


INDY PROFILE 
White Letter, 4 Ply Nylon, Tubeless 


Engineered for action, Mickey Thompson Tires are crafted of 
the finest materials. Owners expect the highest level of excel- 
lence ... in performance, gripping traction, superb lateral 
stability and maximum tread wear from these exceptional tires. 


Mail 
Order 
Price 








Son, 
“Leg 2 




















THO 
C e 
X, 


7” 
Zant 
7a?" 

81/2 
10?" 


$2.61 |$39.17 















5.7" 
6-8" 


TERMS: 25% on COD's 8-10" 


(No COD's outside U.S.) 








Balance shipped COD, 5-6” EN 
including freight. Send 6-8” 81⁄2 
check or money order. 8-10"! 102" 





ABOVE —Beginning with a Model A chassis and Send to Mickey Thompson Tires Dept.19 1133 W. Portage Tr. Ext., Akron, Ohio 44313 


some Model T fenders, the Orange, CA, High School 


^ 3 “a FA Name Street 

shop classes built their own "Double C" cab (note 5 : 

7 7 City State. — — 7 
twin arcs over cab). The body is all wood. 3 ` 5 N z 

Quantity. Tire Size Tread Design Price FEE 

BELOW—Of course there are lots of brands of Quantity. Tire Size Tread Design Price F.E.T. 
trucks other than 2 me See hauler Catalog & decals send $1 (refundable on 1st order) Total Price Inc. F.E.T. 
below is an Early Chevy from Australia, updated CHARGE IT! Master Charge Bank Americard Acct. No. 








with a Holden engine! 


Expiration Date Master Charge Interbank No. 





Signature 


LET DYN-O-MITE PRODUCTS 
PUT A BANG IN YOUR VAN!! 


Dyn-0-Mite Van Replacement 
Bubbles and Van Bubbles are 
the hottest new custom design 
products for your van. The 
highly reflective smoke re- 
placement bubbles add a 
touch of class to any van and 
the van bubble windows come 
in four of the most popular 





BELOW LEFT—By 1932, only a trace of the C-Cab 
style is left on this big Ford van. 


large flat pieces. Another style, more 
popular on larger vehicles such as tow- 
trucks, flatbeds, cement mixers, etc., 
was a short single-seat cab, usually with 
roadster-type doors, a flat back just 
behind the seat, and an arched top to 
cover the driver. Since the top did not 
connect to the windshield (if there was a 
windshield), it needed some sort of brace 
to hold it up — hence the C-shaped 
Structure. 

As you might expect, street rodders 
have continued the variations upon the 
C-cab theme. As we pointed out last 
month, the flatsided, wood-bodied panel 
version is relatively simple to fabricate if 
you have a frame, fenders, hood, 
radiator, etc., to go with it. Since these 
extra items are currently reproduced in 
'glass and metal for building repro 
Model T's, putting together a brand new 
C-Cab is easy. But there were also lots 
and lots of those hard-working early 
commercial rigs constructed whose C- 
Cab bodies can still be readily found. 
We've included plenty of photos to give 
you some ideas of what can be made out 
of them. 


shapes and five eye catching 
colors to coordinate with your 
murals and paint job. 


Ask your accessory shop for 
them today or write: 


IDYN-G-lllTIE 


Both types are very easy to in- 
stall and are sure to turn-on 
any van. 


Meyer Plastics, Inc./5101 East 65th Street/Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 


n 


z- 
= 


Fill out this blank and mail to: 


401 Park Avenue, South 
New York, New York 10016 
Attn: Mr. Jim Trimm 


W W store. | 
cannot find it anywhere in 

eo? Š 

M My local == === SOG 
Publishers Distributing Corp. 





Dear Sir, 
| cannot find TRUCKIN’ 
magazine at my local 





my city area 








never gets enough copies, so | 
usually miss mine. Please help me! 


Thank You 
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¥ YVAN HEADERS 


As well as having the most com- 
plete line of Van accessories on 
the west coast, Alphabet’s Cus- 
tom West now introduces their 
Van Headers for all models. 
These stylish headers will help 
increase mileage and boost 
horsepower. A must for those 
long Van trips. Bolt them on 
and Boogie! Available for FORD 
* DODGE ٠ CHEVY VANS. 





MOTOR BOX COVERS 


Black-Brown-Blue. 


Black-Brown-Blue 


ROOF SCOOPS ` 





SNACK TRAYS 


ALPHABET'S j+ 
MOTORCYCLE 
CATALOG — $2.00 


Custom E? 
Ly, West U.S. CURRENCY/CERTIFIED CHECK/ 29x. z S 
Z= Z CN 
DEPT. TR-7 MONEY ORDER AUN > Á 


ASSOCIATION 


821 W. GARDENA BLVD., GARDENA, CA 90247 (213) 327-4430 








GIVE... 


so more 
will live 


HEART, 





FITS BELTS UP TO 124" WIDE. 






Gold/Black @$4.75 ppd 
__Nickel/Black @$4.75 ppd . FUND 
MA. Res. add 515 Tax TOTAL $ 








IER RED KAP DEPT. T-7 


96 Deerfield Rd. Sharon, Ma. 02067 
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STUFF 





ANTI-CHAFING KIT 








An anti-chafing system engineered to 
prevent wires, cables and hoses from 
rubbing together is now being dis- 
tributed by Bowman Products Division. 

The kit has nylon spacers with two 
radiused sides that each accommodate a 
hose, etc. up to 1-3/4" diameter. TY- 
RAP* ties passed through the spacer 
and cinched around the items being 
secured lock them securely apart. Thus, 
they are prevented from whipping, rub- 
bing and abrading each other thereby 
eliminating a common cause for: Hose 
leakage, wire or cable shorting; strain on 
terminals, hose ends and connectors; 
repair-job failure. 

The kit contains 25 nylon spacers and 
50 TY-RAP* ties. For descriptive 
literature and ordering instructions 
write to: Bowman Products Division, 
850 E. 72 Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44103. 
*TY-RAP is a registered trade-mark of 
Thomas & Betts Corporation. 


SLIDING DOOR EXTENDERS 





Damme S 


L 


n s = SC 


Alphabet's van sliding door extenders 
replace the stock sliding door link. Per- 
mits the door to clear wide wheels and 
tires. Designed to be used with our 
Fender Flares. Extenders come com- 
plete with mounting instructions. 
Available for Ford, Dodge, Chevy, GM. 
Write Alphabet’s Custom West, 821 W. 
Gardena Blvd., Gardena, CA 90247. 


TIEERAGCTIONBIAPE 


x Here is an incredible way to add a brilliant 


N e 9 L4 L4 LÀ ; 
"XN new dimension to customizing your machine 


í n . = NS 
cg Sprays light into rainbow colors Soe Decals 
Gu Unbelievable effects Sk Tailgate letters 


SE Tough weather resistant mylar sss Rolls 
Sx Will not fade | NS Wheel decorations 
BN Not affected by washing V 8 colors to choose from 
¥ Super strong adhesive backing ` 


25 FOOT ROLLS TAILGATE LETTERS 
[ we [PRE | 


CHEVROLET (STEPSIDE) 
CHEVROLET (LUV) 
FORD (COURIER) 
DATSUN 
TOYOTA 

















TAPE BY THE FOOT 


3 inch wide 1.00 per ft. 
5 inch wide 1.65 per ft. 


Colors available: 

Silver ° Gold ٠ Green 
Royal Blue * Red Lt. Blue 
Orange ° Bronze 






















All letters are precision 
die-cut with peel-off 
adhesive backing 


5 inch tape is available 
in silver only 
3 foot minimum order. 


colors and sizes can be assorted 
in one foot increments 


Colors available: 
Lt. Blue ° Green Orange ° Bronze 
Royal Blue ٠ Red Silver ٠ Gold 


5” available in silver only Available in silver only 


WHEEL DECORATIONS 


e Jazz up flat spokes or slotted mags 
٠ Constantly changing prismatic colors 


AVAILABLE IN SILVER ONLY 


Stock No. 


WD 901 Fits 6 & 8 spoke 13”, 14”, 15” steel wheels 
WD 902 Fits 13”, 14” & 15” slotted mags 
Price $8.95 per four wheel set 


H 


DIFFRACTION DECALS DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


All Decals are silver with black shading except For more information write to: 
“Spirit of 76” which is red, white and blue SFRAY LIGHT COLOR co. 
All decals sold in pairs only . O. Box 759 Dept. TS 


Anaheim, CA 92805 
BLOCK STYLE DECALS SCRIPT STYLE DECALS CUBIC INCH SERIES DECALS 
NAME | SIZE 


AMC 7.75 G.T.O. 
CAMARO Yo 5 FIREBIRD 
CHEVELLE CAMARO 
CHEVY 

HEAVY CHEVY 
CORVETTE 


U 


color samples 








Check here 

if you desire 
Enclose ع25‎ 

to cover postage 
and handling 


Postage Paid 


PLYMOUTH 


JEEP 
BRONCO 
BLAZER 





HONDA 
KAWASAKI 
Ww. ? 1⁄2 7.75 SUZUKI 
FORD logo í, ^. 7.7 YAMAHA 
CHEVY logo 94 x 6% 77 HARLEY 











Ordering Information 

Send check or money order to 

SPRAY LIGHT COLOR COMPANY 

P.O. Box 759 Dept. T-7 

Anaheim, California 92805 

California residents please add 6% sales tax 
No C.O.D.'s — Please allow 1 week del. time 
Items Desired: 

Am't enclosed $. 




















Please print 
Address: 





10096 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY REFUNDED 
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or years it was thought by many of 

us that the only place for an 

automatic transmission was in the 
family station wagon or Grandad's Cad- 
dy. Then a few very ingenious characters 
grabbed hold of the automatics and 
after much pencil and mechanical work, 
transformed those slip and slide shifters 
Into bone jolting gear bangers. What was 
once frowned on in racing circles is now 
the accepted means for getting from gear 
to gear. 

This switch to the automatic hasn’t 
been solely a race track phenomenon. 
You can hardly help but notice that the 
majority of the off-road trucks at your 
local dealer are also equipped with 
automatic transmissions. What it boils 
down to is, the automatic transmission 
has been so refined that its drawbacks 
are almost nil, even to the off roader. 
Along with all of its other advantages, 
just ask the wife which she would rather 
drive. This is especially true if the 
vehicle doubles as family transporta- 
tion. 

Even though the manufacturers have 
come a long way in refining their tran- 
nies, the independent builders have still 
been changing and experimenting to 
make the transmissions better suited for 
specific uses. 








































With fuel prices what they are today, everybody is looking for some way to increase 
their vehicle's gas mileage. This is especially true with the V-8 powered off road trucks 
which naturally suffer from drastically low mileage to start with. The new converter 
from Art Carr is a sure method for increasing efficiency as well as mileage. 
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by Bob Clark 


One of the most well known and 
respected names in the custom 
transmission field is Art Carr. Yes, it is 
the same Art Carr that was building 
those racing torqueflites years ago. Fora 
long time Art was solely into drag 
racing, but as the interest in other forms 
of racing like off-road boomed, Art 
applied his knowledge and talents to 
those areas. Along with his interest in 
racing, Art has always been into making 
the street transmissions more efficient. 
With the ever-growing concern over the 
fuel shortage and getting as much gas 
mileage out of the family car as possible, 
Art decided the stock torque converter 
was a good place to gain a couple of 
miles to the gallon. 

Art Carr’s converters are known as the 
RV converter and are basically modified 
stock units, so they are a bolt-in swap 
with no other changes needed. 

There are three basic changes made to 
the stock converter before they receive 
the RV stamp. 

First the stock unit is cut apart and 
the fin angle is changed which redirects 
the flow of fluid into the turbine section. 
The stock fins are straight and do a poor 
job of directing the fluid into the tur- 
bine. When the fins are re-angled, the 
fluid is slung directly into the turbine 
fins and not against the side of them. 
The fins are then brazed in place. The 
next modification is to swap the stock 
main thrust washer for a Torington 
bearing. This bearing eliminates ex- 
cessive wear and heat caused by friction. 
Once the bearing is in place, all of the 
tolerances are closed up to more efficient 
limits and the converter is welded back 
together, painted and the RV stamp 
goes on. 

What these changes have done is to 
make the converter perform its intended 
function more effectively. In making the 
unit more efficient the converter is able 
to perform its task with less power loss. 
This power can then be transmitted to 
the wheels which means you need less 
gas to drive at most any speed. The car 
will accelerate faster, hold steady speeds 
easier, especially when carrying or 
pulling a load and in general the drive 
line will be able to operate more ef- 
ficiently which will save you gas and 
repair bills. 


If you would like more information on 
these super trick converters from Art 
Carr, write to, Art Carr Transmission 
Co., 18115 Mt. Washington, Fountain 
Valley, California 92708. For faster ser- 
vice phone, (714) 557-1963. 





YOU CAN'T BE THE MOST POPULAR 
VAN RACK WITHOUT BEING THE BEST 


— 





More people buy Top Line nuts accuracy in construction. 
racks and ladders than all other Buy the best, buy Top Line. 
brands combined. Why? Write or phone for literature 
Advanced styling, more and dealer nearest you. 


strength per rack and dead 
TOP UNE mfo. 


7220 Compton Blvd., Paramount, Calif. 90723 (213) 633-0605 (213) 633-0630 


LLL sun | 


EXCLUSIVE VAN ACCESSORIES 








High-Back Bucket Seats 


featur’ a o Full Swivel Base with Tracking Mechanism 
Mon o Full Range of 20 colors o Reclining Arm Rest 


is 
Thi ALL FOR ONLY $99.95 





E Së Send a Buck for our Catalogue to: 
Save Waat ox Direct Wailing from Woreksuse VAN/BIKER EAST 


Available ow Wail Order 15726 WEST SEVEN MILE ROAD DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48235 
Horaugh Catalogue TELEPHONE (313) 838-6610 


OR VAN/BIKER WEST P.0. Box 248 Stanton, Calif. 90680 





New address, with larger facilities to handle the latest in West Coast van innovations 


specialtie د‎ 


© SUNROOFS — PORTHOLES @ CUSTOM INTERIOR WOOD 
@ FIBERGLASS ACCESSORIES PRODUCTS 
@ HIGH BACK SEATS € STEREO & C.B. EQUIPMENT 


SEND $2.00 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


2122 South Sepulveda Blvd*Los Angeles, Ca 90025 
Phone (213) 477-1577 
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If you have missed any Back 
Issues of TRUCKIN’ Magazine, 
now’s your chance to get them. 
Sorry, we’re sold out of many of 
the earlier issues, but still have 

a limited supply of those listed 
below. Each issue will cost $1.25 
(postage included), and payment 

must accompany the order. 
Send cash, check or money 
order to TRM Publications, Inc., 
1132 North Brookhurst, 
Anaheim, CA 92801. 

On orders by personal check, 
shipment will be delayed six to 
eight weeks for order processing. 


1975 1976 


duly January 
September February 
October March 
November April 
December May 
June 


Back Issues 


TRM Publications, Inc. 
1132 N. Brookhurst 
Anaheim, California 92801 


Name ب‎ 
Address 
Citv 
State 





Zip. _ 





(mo/yr) (mo/yr) (mo/vr) 


(mo/yr)  (mo/yr) (mo/vr) 
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HAPPENINGS 
HAPPENINGS 0°22." 


HAPPENINGS 


May 28-31—3rd Midwest International Truck- 
In, Andy's Hide-A-Way. Monticello. Indiana 
Hosted by Midwest Vans Ltd. Write 3rd Midwest 
International Truck-In, c/o Midwest Vans Ltd. P O 
Box 202, Berwyn. IL 60402 


June 4-6—CALIFORNIA VAN NATIONALS in 
Bakersfield. Kern County Fairgrounds. sponsored by 
Northern & Southern California Van Councils 
Contact: Ticket Information, Southern California 
Van Council. P O. Box 2284. Southgate. CA 90280 
213/280-4962 


June 4-6—1st Annual Vantasy '76 show, State 
Fair Memorial Coliseum. Phoenix, AZ. Vans only 
Combined Entertainment Corp. 602/994-8659 
Best of Show $300 00 


June 5,6—‘'Texas 500” held at Texas World 
Speedway. Held in conjunction with this Truck-In, 
one of the first in Texas. Camping free all weekend 
Write George M Martin, c/o Texas World 
Speedway. P.O. Box AJ. College Station, TX 
77840. 713/693-2515 


June 11-13—2nd Annual Gamblin’ Truck-In. 
Reno. Nevada. Held at River Inn RV Park. Silver 
State Vans. c/o Pat Smith. 20540 Eaton Rd., Reno. 
NV 89502 


June 18-20—The Rites of Summer Phase 1. 
Sponsored by the Central Connecticut Coachmen 
Goshen Fairgrounds. Goshen. Conn. Rain or Shine- 
indoor concerts. Contact Jeff Miller. NSVA Rep. Ct.. 
Beech Trail, Dansbury. CT 06810. Vans Only 
205/746-5897 


June 20—3rd Annual Swap Meet. Sponsored by 
Ford F-100 Elites San Jose, CA— First and Hed- 
ding. For further information contact Ford F-100 
Elite. P.O. Box 24484, San Jose, CA 95124, Attn 
Swap Meet 


June 25-27— Canadian Van Nationals, Edmon- 
ton International Speedway Park. Edmonton. Alber- 
ta, Canada. Hosted by Goldrush Vans. pre- 
registration preferred. Contact Brian Williams, 
9604 65th Ave., Edmonton. Alberta, Canada. 403- 
434-8257 


June 25-27—3rd Annual Eastern Van Nationals. 
Cecil County Dragway. Rising Sun, MD. Gates open 
12 noon. Friday S6.00 fee per person. Lots of 
events. For further info. call 301/667-9071 or 
write Eastern Van Nationals, c/o Mid Atlantic 
Vans. P.O. Box 9767. Towson. MD 21204. 


July 2-5—Vancentennial at Interstate 8 at Jacum- 
ba. CA. Sponsored by San Diego Vans, Ye Old 
Truckers. Sunshine Supervans. South Coast 
Truckers, Free Spirit Vans, Vans, Alone. Pre- 


` registration $12 00 before June 12 — $15.00 at 


gate. Make payments to: Associated Southern 
Truckers, P.O. Box 81986. San Diego. CA 92199. 
For more info call 714-283-9606 


July 3-5—Heat Wave '76. Grant County 
Fairgrounds. Moses Lake. Washington. 0 
registration fee for all three days. vans only. Contact 
Ever-Wet Van Club. 10212 N.E. 68th, Kirkland. WA 
98033 


July 4—Van Jam'76, Washington, D.C. A three- 
day truck-in to celebrate independence Day at the 
Nation's Capitol. Boogie to Starz and the Daylight 
bands. Contact Goodies Galore. 9218 Stuart Lane. 
Clinton. MD 20735. (301) 868-6300 
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July 8-11—4th National Truck-In, Golden Eagle 
Safari Campgrounds. nine miles south of Colorado 
Springs. Colorado on Highway 115. $10 a van. pre- 
registration preferred. Rocky Mountain Vans, P.O. 
Box 10634. Denver. CO 80210. 


July 11—2nd Annual Baja 100 Street Rally. 
Puente Hills Mall, City of Industry. CA. Open to all 
vehicles, $4.00 registration—includes dash plaque 
and raffle ticket. $100 & trophy for first place 
Dance and party afterwards. For information on this 
charity rally, call (213) 332-1221 or (213) 446- 
6416 


July 11—4th Annual Pickup Roundup, Escape 
Country, Irvine, CA. Hosted by Pickups Limited, 
Orange County. Club is completely rebuilding a '56 
F-100 to be raffled. For more info. call Don Cragar 
at (213) 328-1666, or (213) 329-3836. 


July 16-18—1st Annual NSVA Olympics of 
Vanning. Bowling Green, KY. Competition includes 
Van Pull, Back-up Contest, Blind Driver's Contest, 
Vankhana and Van Drag Racing. For more info, 
write NSVA, P.O. Box 381. Algonquin. IL 60102. 


July 16-18—2nd Annual East Coast Van 
Nationals, Loudon, NH. Contact East Coast Vans of 
New England. P.O. Box 11, Dracut. Massachusetts, 
01826 


July 22-25—4th Annual truck-In, Beech Bend 
Park. Bowling Green, Kentucky. $10 pre-entry $15 
at the gate. This fee is good for all four days. Write 
4th Annual Truck-In, P.O. Box 333. Algonquin. IL 
60102 


July 25—3rd Annual California Stepsides Truck 
Show, Uvas Meadows, Morgan Hill, CA. All 
pickups invited. Write Rick Ricci, 3215 Vesuvius 
Lane, San Jose, CA 95132. (408) 926-3670. 


July 30-August 1—Can Am Van Nationals, 
Bingeman’s Park, Ketchener, Ontario, Canada. Vans 
Only. pre-registration preferred. Write Can Am Van 
Nationals. P.O. Box 396. Station A, Mississagua, 
Ontario, Canada L5A 5 


August 6-8—Street Machine/Van Nationals, 
Tulsa State Fairgrounds, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Contact 
National Street Rod Association, 3407 W. Olive, 
#205, Burbank, CA 91505. (213) 849-7711 


August 6-8—Bear Bash |. Hosted by Big Sky 
Vans of Montana. United Campground, West En- 
trance, Yellowstone National Park. For more infor- 
mation call (406) 252-9722 or write Big Sky Vans, 
Box 57, Billings. Montana 59101 


August 11, 12—1st National Meet. Sponsored by 
Sedan Deliveries Limited in Tulsa, OK. For further 
information write Sedan Deliveries, 48 Church St., 
Statersville, RI 02876 


Sept. 3-6— "Boogie till You Puke” 2nd Annual 
Club Event by Thames Valley Vans. This is a get- 
down weekend for vanners by vanners. For more 
info write: Thames Valley Vans, c/o Paul Veitch, 
RR3. Blenheim. Ontario. Canada NOP 160. 


Oct. 1-3—Soledad Breakout II — 2nd Annual 
National Mini-truck-in hosted by Baja Trucks, Ltd. 
$8.00 pre-registration, S10 at gate. More info 
contact Robbie (213) 332-1221 
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SO WHAT HAS YOUR FORMER STREET RACING PAST 
HAVE TO DO WITH YOUR GOING TO THAT MOVIE STUDIO 
‘GOING OUT OF BUSINESS’ SALE LAST SATURDAY 2 j 


| 
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TODAY, VAN IS RIDING IN HIS FRIENDS '66 VAN—YUP A NEAT DIGGER TRUCK! 






° T” lr RT Ir i ie III: b 
tte 8 RR ii ite ^N 
WELL, YOU SEE, VAN... THE STOPLIGHT-BASHES ALWAYS USED A LOT OF GAS AND 
N I BUILT THIS OLD VAN WITH THE BIG BLOCK A 


DRIVE-TRAIN COMPONETS. SO WHE 
FOR RELIABILITY AND CRUISIN’...NOT RACING! emm. DUT TO LOOK VERY 


..1 PURCHASED A SMOKE-MAKING 


E SNEAKY, 
S P Jt, MACHINE AT THE STUDIO TO GO 
WITH MY COLLECTION OF DRAG... 
























MOTOR... 












awe Yer 
N ge, ⁄ ...RACING TAPES HOOKED TO 
š j e A SUPER QUADRASONIC PUB- 


3 9 / 
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Î EXCUSE ME, MR. BOAT ANCHOR, = T 
...OH OH... HERE'S WOULD YOU LIKE TO ENGAGE IN |! QUICK...LET'S SEE NOW... A VINTAGE 1974 j 
‘RED’ LYTE, THE IA LITTLE CONTEST OF BURNING |" RACE BETWEEN IVO AND GARLITS... AND " 
VAN NUYS FLASH! RUBBER AND REVVING ENGINES ll! HIT THE SMOKE-MAKER nt, 





[oH wow... A SPARK-PLUG 


VATI‏ الما لي 
E, Ue M (i ^  BARFED...ERRR FOULED,‏ 
AN’ MOTHER OF PEARL!!!‏ : 
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For off-road gravel 
or dd travel 


yclone hi-performance headers help take the hassle out of 

getting out. These precision, easy-to-install headers will 
fit your van or off-road machine like a glove. To give it extra 
"jump." So your engine breathes easier. Runs a shade cooler. 
Which means more power, all-around better performance 
and the benefit of increased gas mileage. Air Lift 
lerner you're traveling around town, Alphabets 

ighway bound or stumping out in : 

the boonies, remember Cyclone Anaheim Truck & Van 
headers. We'll get you heading Auto Upholstery 
in the right direction. 
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Baron Buckles 








California Blue Sky 
California Step Side 


Chrysler Performance 








Customizing Center 
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Cyclone 

Chrysler (Dodge) 

Jim Conner Mini Trucks 
Dick Cepek 


Falcon Vans 


CUD 





AAA. 
7777772775 





11155 
AUI CTT Téi 


Genuine Suspension 
Hoyden Trons Cooler 
Isky Cams 

Jackman Wheels 


Keystone Wheels 


strong SUR to deliv all ` 
the punch and power you nee 
yet quiet enough to let you be 
“respectable.” Introducing the 
most mellow muffler on the 
market, California Turbo. 


Leatherworks 


Mercury Tube 
Music City Van Fair 


Mickey Thompson Tires 


Meyers Plastics 
NAV EE 30 





California Turbo. 
7040 Lankershim Blvd. North Hollywood, CA 91605. 213- 764-9700 





1 Ist WILL YS PANEL TRUCK 


AVAILABLE IN FIBERGLASS 








from Topline Mfg 
J & P Van News 
QUALITY FIBERGLASS Ñ || Whee! Specialties 
P.0. BOX 67 _ Wollye Vans 
مم‎ Rat Cu GRAYSON. GA. 30221 
MOULDED FROM TRUCK 
FEATURED IN STREET RODDER 404/963-9796 212212123 << 
` MARCH 1975 404/972-0564 
EE 
CALL OR WRITE FOR CATAL0G AND INFORMATION EE 
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7349! Wanta van 
T with a view? 
ZZ Make a port- 
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| Hey, check out 
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Fat Polyglas? tires, 
flashy chrome 

road wheels. 
Ve-ry hea-vy. 















It's the first van that comes 


factory-customized. 

Complete for the street with: 

Great-looking fat tires, flashy chrome wheels (or our 
new painted spoke wheels). Extra bright trim on the outside. 
High-back buckets with fold-down armrests. And as a treat 
for your feet, thick carpeting up front. 

Plus, every Street Van comes complete with a Dodge 
Customizing Idea Kit. It's loaded up with trick paint designs 
for the outside. Full-size templates for the inside custom 
work. And much more. 

When you put yourself into a 
Dodge Street Van, Dodge also puts you down 
for a one-year membership in the new Van 
Clan—a van association that gives you travel 
services, van theft protection, and more. 

That's how Dodge starts you out. How 
your Street Van ends upis up to you. DX] CHRYSLER 


CORPORATION 







The Van Clan Leg 
P.O. Box 125, Birmingham, Mich. 48012 7 
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